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THE 



SCHOOL FOR FATHERS. 



THE CALAMITIES OF CIVIL WAR, CONTI- 
NUED BY ELWINA TO ALFRED. 

Tl f RS. Wellcrs would by no means be 
-*-*-*■ left out of the conference, when Mr. 
Pleydel was to begin his narration con- 
cerning his imprifonmenr, and efcape from 
the hands of his pcrfecutors. 



His confinement was of the moll rigor- 
ous kind, when Congrefs difcovered that 
to bring him over to their principles v*a& 
Vol. II. B toxa&v 
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totally impoflible. Some of thefe infatu- 
ated perfons had formerly lived in the ha- 
* bits of friendfhip with him s but fo zealous 
now were they in the new caufe, that they 
became his bittereft enemies -, and more 
efpecially one who had pledged himfelf to 
Congrefs that he fhould have fufficient in- 
fluence over him, to induce him to join 
their party j and, from the nature of his 
late employment, being in pofieffion of 
fudi documents from government, as 
would give them a greater infight into its 
mcafures and intentions, his acquiefcence 
was of the utmoft confequence to their 
well doing. Fortunately Mr. Pleydel had 
notice time enough to deftroy feveral 
of the goverJHnerit papers, which, had 
they fallen into their hands, would have 
been detrimental in an important degree to 
its operations. 

When 
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When this ftrenuous advocate for liberty 
made his attack, which he meant for a 
coup de main % Mr. Pleydcl inveighed againft 
his treachery, in fo cruelly availing him- 
felf of their former intimacy and friend* 
fhip, to draw him into meafures lo fubver- 
five of their duty to their fovereign, and, 
as it would prove in the *nd, of their own 
happinefs, and the rights they enjoyed 
under the bed-formed government in the 
world. He abjured his acquaintance, and 
reje&ed the offer of friendftiip and protec- 
tion from men,whom he looked on as movers 
of fedition, and inftigators of rebellion. 
This language, warm from the heart of aa 
froneft man, and a friend of his country, 
was treated as infoient, and was, perhaps, 
impolitic in a prifoncr. But Pleydcl was 
a man of the ftciAeft honour, and (irmly 
attached. to the king and hi* -law*..- He* 
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therefore, exprefled his fentiments of con- 
tempt for this felf- created tribunal of petty 
tyrants, who, as he faid, could only take 
his life j which he fcorned to hold under 
their dominion, or accept on their bafe 
conditions. 

u My life," faid he, when he was 
brought out before them— — €€ My life 
" and property are, by the fhameful abufe 
" of power, both in your hands — difpofe 
€( of them as you pleafe, whether by a 
" formal procefs of your new laws, ille- 
<c g a lty obtained, or by aftual force, or 
" even torture, ftill you (hall find me firm, 
t€ and, to the laft moment of my exiftence, 
cc declaiming againft your felf-aflumed 
u authority, and exulting in my own in- 
cc tegrity. We were all born the fubjeds 
u of ane king ; from him we have received 

< € pro- 
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cc prote&ion, and we lived happily un- 
5* der his mild reign. Look to the caule 
" of this innovation of his rights and pri- 
u vileges j examine who were the firft irv- 
f< furgents, and candidly inveftigate the 
€t principles on which they have formed 
u themfelves into this cabal. Yc feck to 
€€ difmember yourfelves from your mother 
f< country ; and anarchy, with all its confe- 
c< quent evils, will fooner or later over- 
cc take you. Bear me to bonds or death, it 
u is equal to mej but fully not my clear 
€t fame, by believing, for one moment, ye 
• c can convince or intimidate me. I repeat 
cc you may deprive me of life ; but my 
« honour is my own, and fhall nevdr be 
€t taken from me. Heaven only grant, as 
" a reward for my fidelity to my king, that 
« c my wife and children may be enabled to 
• c hold their faith as ftrong, and that they 
B 3 " vcvvj 
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€S may rejoice in the profpeft of death, 
" which will remove them from the habi- 
** tation of evil and tyranny, as I do. I aflc 

€C that bleffing from Heaven ! Of the 

* f difturbers of peace on earth, and the 
" abettors of treafon, I afk nothin g ■ I 
cc will accept of nothing/' 

More enraged than ever, the court re- 
manded him to prifon, where the feverities 
of his treatment were incfeafed ten fold ; 
nay, to fo much rigour they **t£flded, 
that he requefted the hour 6f his execution 
might be forwarded, to be rid of the im- 
portunity he was daily expofed to, toge- 
ther with the barbarous infults he experi- 
enced. Not that he found his fidelity 
wavering, but it was irkfome to-lnnr'to 
be forced to confer with fuch wretches, 
and to be conftrained to liften -to their 
*«, trea- 
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treafonablc converfation, and abufc of 
a government and monarch refpc&cd by 
him* 

His cars, too, were continually wounded 
by the accounts they brought him of his 
wife and family : they told him (hejoined 
her intreaties with Congrefs, that he would 
at laft open his eyes to the true falvation 
of his country, and aid it to eftablifh a go- 
vernment and dominion of its own. Thefe 
mean artifices were of little avail. 

" Although/' faid he, " I had not time 
cc to enforce the duties of their ftation up- 
€€ on them, yet I know the principles I 
" have ever inculcated, have made too 
cc lading an impreflion even on the minds 
" of my children to be erafed. Of my 
€€ wife, I have not the fmalleft a^rctasi* 

B4 -"^YQKU 
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" fion. . Did I believe fhe could fo far for- 
" get fhe was born a Briton, I would- re- 
" quell her to be brought before me, and 
<c thefe arms, whofe greateft happinefs it 
" has been to enfold hef, fhould now dafti 
€t her from me; that hand, which united 
(€ me to her, fhould plunge a dagger in 
fc her bofom, ere fhe fhould live a traitor, 
" or nourifh a race of traitors !" 

Finding him ftill fo obftinate, as they 
ftyled him, they were ferioufly determined 
to make him a public example of their ty- 
rannic power, and a viftira to their re- 
venge. But there were ftill fome weighty 
reafons that operated againft their reeking 
their vengeance on him in the city of 
Bofton, and for that purpofe he was re* 
moved to Charleftown. 



V 



It 
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It is hardly poflible to conceive the 
taunts and acrimonious infults he received 
during his march thither ; he was heavily 
ironed, and chained to the tail, of a cart* 
decorated with the thirteen ftripes, branded 
with infamous titles, and expofed to a li- 
centious mob — thofe facred patrons and 
prefervers of liberty I When arrived, he w^s 
thrown into the common gaol, to await 
the final decifion of his tyrants : here he 
continued feveral weeks longer - r whether 
they could not agree on his mode of 
punifhment, or whether dill he had 
fome friends left, who miftakenly meant 
to preferve his life, at the expence of 
honour,, he could not learn; but every 
week the order for his death, was counter- 
manded. Many times was. he led out 
for execution (the fentence of. which, on* 
his mock trial, was hanging and quarter ~ 
B 5 \tt£5j V 
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ing), and then frefh orders would condu& 
him back again to his prifon, or rather 
dungeon. He often obferved his keeper 
would look on him with the utmoft com- 
panion ; that he not unfrequently dropped 
a tear when he led him forth to the gibbet, 
and as he apprehended to death, and the 
joy that would flafh in his eyes when he 
conducted him back again unhurt. One 
night, after the hour that it was ufual to 
lock him in the inner cell, the keeper en- 
tered his room, and, Shutting the door, 
begged to have a little converfation with 
him : he lamented the dire neceflity he had 
been under, of treating fo refpeftable a 
gentleman with fuch rigour, which, how- 
ever, he had mitigated as much as pof- 
fible. Mr. Pleydel thanked him, and de- 
clare/d he thought he had fuffercd as few 
hardlhips as any perfon fo circumstanced i 
— the 
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the greateft of which was the continual 
'hope of an end being put to his miferiea. 
having been fo often fruftrated. cc Have 
€t you then ever entertained a hope of cf- 
<c caping ?" aflced the keeper eagerly. 
" Yes," anfwered Mr. Pleydel, " by the 
cc wretch's laft and beft friend, death." 

" Oh, Sir,"* he replied, « I think fome 
<c way may be yet thought of to preferve 
"you from fo cruel a remedy of your 
« c fufferings." 

w Such as they are," faid Mr. Pleydel 
fternly, €t leave me to them, and do not 
" add the infolence of office, to* the duty 
** you owe your new matters.** 

The kfreper vindicate^ hinrtfelf from the 
charge of infolence, with a modsft fcvcv- 
B 6 wtfe» 
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nefs, that induced the prifoner to liften to 
him with more attention than he was firft 
inclined to do. He recolle&ed the looks 
of the man on the many occaftons enu- 
merated, when they were certainly une- 
quivocal. " I have laboured and beat 
" about/' continued the keeper, " to find 
€€ out fome fure method of procuring 
" your enlargement from this horrid con- 
" finement. Do not think it is merely 
f< from difinterefted motives that I feek to 
<c accomplifli thisbufinefs ; it is from the 
€€ principle of gratitude : you know not 
" my perfon ; but that I am exifting, is 
ic owing to your goodnefs and generofity. 
€€ My family have been, and are dill in- 
" debted to you for every advantage they 
u enjoy. I would freely die to ferve you, 
"and I will die to prove the truth of my 
Af affertion. Let me intreat you to ex* 

4€ change 
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cc change dreffes with me — follow the di- 
" regions I (hall have the honour of giving 
€s you, and by thefe means alone you will 
<c efcape the hands of your cruel enemies. 

« And what is to become of my generous 
u benefa&or ?" interrupted Mr. Pleydel. 

tc No matter ; they can but hang me ift 
" your room," faid he. 

<c Pardon me," replied Pleydel, " if from 
" the inftances I have fo lately received of 
" the turpitude of human nature, when de- 
cc generated by treafon, I s fqr a moment, 
cc queftion a zeal fo very exalted. Would 
« you then lofe your life to preferve mine ? 
€s Nature would revolt againft it* even if 
€t your principles were ftrong enough to 
4€ bear you to an object you now contem- 
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€€ plate at a dilfancc. I have long made 
" myfelf familiar with it, and yet the hopes 
cc of life will cling round the heart, and the 
«« foul rejoices at continuing the union 
cc with the body a little longer. Could 
cc the cfcape be effe&ed without dan- 
u ger to you, or dishonour to my prin- 
€€ ciples, I fhouM greatly err not to embrace 
cc the opportunity. — Let us confult toge- 
cc then Is there not a poflible chance of 
€€ our both fharing the fame fate, and mu- 
« tually affifting each other ?" 

* They now entered ferioufly into the mat. 
ter, and it was agreed that the keeper ths 
Irtst night fhould bring in a drefs limilar 
to and concealed under his own. It had 
the defired eflFeft, and as their fize was 
nearly the fatae, they pafled, one fome 

time 
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time after the other, unfufpe&ed by any 
perfon. 

They met when clear of the town, and 
purfued their way to the woods, which fur- 
round ahnoft every fettlcment in America. 

The fugitives were forced to lie by in 
the day concealed in the woods, and travel 
as faft as they could in the interior parts of 
the country in the night. One morning 
when they were juft going to encamp for 
the day in a thick plantation, they were 
befet by four Indians of a very ferociows 
tribe; They had furnifhed themfelvtti 
with fire-arms and ammunition yet they 
wfere unwilling to expofe therftfelves to the 
ueceflity of ufing them, left their report 
ihould caufe any alarm in the country. 
They attempted a treaty with thefc lw< 
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dians, who prepared for a conteft witR 
great eagernefs. Mr. Pleydcl made good 
ufe of his fufee without difcharging it, and 
knocked down one of the favages j Clem- 
fon, the keeper, followed his example, but 
was inftantly chopped down with a hatchet: 
his death was immediately revenged by 
Mr. Pleydel,, who, fixing his back againft 
a large tree, fhot the mifcreant through 
the head i and then drawing out a piftol* 
difcharged it at the remaining Indian, and 
brought him to the ground. This was all 
the work of a moment. On infpedtion^ 
he found the two Indians were not dead, 
but ftunned with the contufion each had 
received from the butt ends of the gpns. 
Self prefervatiori urged the neceflity of 
putting, an end to their exiftencej but 
human nature, and Gompaffibn pleaded 
for the two men now uaable to defend 

diem- 
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themfclves. The conflict between pru- 
dence and mercy was but fhort ; mercy 
prevailed. He dragged the bodies, juft 
recovering to life, to the neareft trees, 
and bound them at fome diftance from each 
other, which would prevent their purfuit 
of him for fome time.— Then dripping 
the dead Indians, he habited himfclf in 
their clothing, ftained his (kin with fome 
berries with which the woods abound, drop- 
ped a hafty tear over the fate of his faiths 
ful companion Clemfon, and fet off as 
fad as he could to fome fafe retreat. He 
was fearful of going to any fettlement, 
either of Indians or white menj fo his 
cuftom was to lie by whenever he hap* 
pened to be near any, till the fall of night, 
when he went onward. AH this time he 
fubfifted on what the woods afforded, 
hardly enough to fuftain life. He flattered 
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himfelf, if he could reach Albany undif- 
covered, he might there obtain fome in* 
telligence of his wife and children, who he 
had heard from Clemfon were driven from 
Bofton, and poffibly they had fought an 
afylum with his aunt. 

Sortie miles from Tufcarora* he fell in 
with a party of Indians, whom he found 
friendly to the white men, and of a neutral 
tribe. Though they foon difcovered he 
was a white man, yet they expreffed no 
impertinent curiofity, which would have 
laid him under the neceffity of quitting 
them, or telling more of his hiftory than 
fuited the exigencies *of his fituation. 
They journeyed together with very little 
conver&tion, till happily they arrived at 
that fpot where the unfortunate Pleydel 
and Matilda were doomed to meet each 

other. 



FOR FATHERS. 19 

other, to compare their feveral difafters, 
and to weep over thefr mutual misfor- 
tunes* 



Albany was however no abiding place 
for the fugitive; even the circumftance of 
an Indian chief being received and enter* 
tained at the houfe of a widow, would 
have oceaffioned'a great deal of unplea* 
fant fpeculation, which it was their in- 
tereft to avoid as much as poflible. It 
became very neceflary to call a council m 
among themfelves, and that fome plan 
Ihould be formed, by which, probably* 
they might make a fafe retreat from the 

danger 
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danger to which a difcovery would infal- 
libly expofe them. 

The head quarters of the royal army 
were now at New. York j to that province 
Mr. Pleydel was moft inclined to proceed; 
my fifter rather wifhed to quit the fatal con- 
tinent, and feek. refuge in her native 
country, and the arms of her relations; (he 
ufed fuch powerful arguments in favour of 
her predilection, that her hufband aban- 
doned his former refolution. Indeed he 

had not much tooppofe to her reafonixig. 

i 

The world was all before them, 
Where to chafe. ■■■■ 

He had no pofleffions, nor could he ex- 
crcife any profeflion, as it behoved him 
to Jie concealed ; the fate of the unhappy 

conteft 
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conteft being as much undetermined as at 
the beginning, and who fhould conquer 
equally uncertain. A profcription had 
gone forth, both againft him and his wife, 
and a large price fet on their heads, where- 
by he was precluded from applying to any 
perfon, left, under the femblance of friend- 
ihip, they fhould be tempted to betray 
him into the hands of his mercilefs ene- 
mies. Should he reach the army in fafety, 
he might indeed obtain protection while 
they were vi&orious, but he flood lit* 
tie chance of fupport. The pofts were 
all filled i and, perhaps, it would be only 
exchanging one place where he fhould 
ftarve, to another where he could not 
fubGft. 

As his employment had been in the 
civil line, and he had, by doing his duty 

in 
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in his ftation, incurred ruin on himfelf 
and family, he hoped, by dating his mif- 
fortunes to government, he Ihould meet 
with relief, at lead it was worth the trial. 

Thefe matters being arranged, the ftext 
ftep was to put them in execution, and that 
without delay. My fitter, happy in the pro- 
ipeft of once more tailing the bleffings of 
peace in her own land, loft not a moment in 
making every neceffary preparation $ but 
here many difficulties arofefufficient to have 
overthrown the ftrongeft refolution. There 
was, however, no alternative— the die was 
cad, and whether they fhould fucceed ot 
fail depended no longer on themfelves $ 
they relied on that Being who had hitherto 
preferved them, and traded in his power 
for all the future. 

r The 
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The night following a fmali tumbril 
was engaged to carry the wanderers they 
hardly knew whither. In this were placed 
their (lender baggage, and the two little 
children, the eldeft only three years of age. 
The bleffings and prayers of Mrs. Wel- 
lers attended them, with what fuccours of 
provifions and money (he could afford 
them. On mature deliberation they judged 
it more proper to go to the army at New 
York, as from thence they flood the beft 
chance of getting fhipping to England. 
Painful and tedious was their journey 
through thick woods, deep defiles, and moft- 
ly an uninhabited country; this laft, indeed, 
was a circumftance they rather rejoiced in, 
as the countenance of each perfon they 
met feemed hoftile to their caufe, and fil- 
led their bofoms with alarms. Sometimes 
they were obliged to reft whole days, left 

their 
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their poor bcaft fliould be unable to ao 
complifh the march j the even providing 
forage for him in a country that had been 
ravaged by war, was attended with difficul- 
ty : for themfelves, they barely fuftained 
life, beftowing what they could fpare on 
the poor children, who were much the beft 
off in the whole party, as their infant date 
rendered them infenfible of the dangers 
and diftrefles to which their unfortunate 
parents were hourly expofed. At length, 
almoft fpent with fatigue and hard liv- 
ing, they happily reached KingVBridge ; 
where the firft bufmefs of Mr. Pleydel was 
to fend to the commanding officer, with 
whom he luckily had fome acquaintance. 
Nothing could equal this gentleman's fur- 
prife, when, in the perfons of an Indian 
chief and his fquaw, he recognized the 

• « of America, and his wife. 

5 H; 
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He received them with great cordiality, 
and fupplied their neceflities as well as he 
could ; but as the army was then driving to 
bring on an engagement, it was thought 
better to remove them to New York : they 
were fent under an efcort, and a lodging 
appointed for them, till fome conveyance 
could be found for their .failing to the mo- 
ther country. 

They took the firft opportunity of writ- 
ing an account of their diftreffed fituation 
both to government and to my father, with 
the refolution they had taken, by the ad- 
vice of their friends, of coming to Eng- 
land as foon as poflible. In a few weeks 
after a veflel laden with merchandize fail- 
ed from -New York, in which this forlorn 
family took their paffage. Now they began 
to breathe freely; in the profpedt of being 
Vol. II • C foon 
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fopn in a country of reft and v litortyj 
they almoft forgot the hardffrjps th$3ftha4 . 
fq recently experienced. They looked, not 
fo^affluence $ they afked not, for plenty ; , 
any eftabliflvment that would juft i fupply . 
them with the common neceffaries of life- 
was the utmoft of their ambition, the ex-, 
tent of their wi(he§ t 

But fortune, or fome more malignant 
being, had not yet emptied the quiver of 
adverfity pn their devoted heads. There 
was another arrow .by which they were to 
be wounded alpaoft to death. The veffel, 
juft off Scilly, was attacked by an Ameri- 
can privateer. Though altogether unequal 
to the combat, yet the little merchantman 
was inclined to withftand its force, hoping, 
by making a running fight of it, they 
fhould be fo fortunate as to efcape. Mr. 
4 Pkydcl 
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Pleydel was very ready to fecond this 
refolution, as he forefaw nothing but de- 
ftruftion to his hopes fhould he be taken, 
as he had been proclaimed a traitor to the 
United States. What a fcene was this for 
my lifter ! One moment fhe ran into the 
cabin, clafping her dear infants to her al- 
inoft frantic bofom, and the next rulhing 
on deck to learn the fate of the crew, and 
wifliing to fhield her beloved hufband in 
the hour of danger. 

The weight of the privateer's metal was 
too much for them to oppofe with any 
hopes of fuccefs, and the wind falling 
calm, made it impoflible to contend longer. 
On examination they found (he had re- 
ceived feveral (hot between wind and water, 
and it was agreed on all hands (poor Pley- 
del ^having been forced to leave the deck 
C 2 (xwcv 
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from the wounds he had received) that it 
would be the wifer way to ftrike, and call 
for quarter.— They were inftantly boarded, 
and the bill of lading called for. One of the 
American lieutenants infpefted the veffel, 
which he reported to be much injured 
from the number of fhot that had raked 
her ; and almoft all her rigging deftroyed. 
They next proceeded to pillage her of 
every thing valuable, and conveyed it on 
board their own veflel, which had not fuf- 
fered a little from the fpirit with which the 
captive fhip had engaged her. While they 
were removing the cargo, a fail came in 
vievy, which they perceived to be an Eng- 
lifti frigate. Its force appeared to be much 
fuperior to their own j befides, king's Ihips 
are not that kind of game thefe maratfders 
are in queft of. Security was now their 
only aim — to accomplifh which they piped 
3 a" 
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all hands on board, and after boring holes 
in the hull of the unfortunate merchantman 
(it being too difabled to fail as faft as they 
wanted), they left the remainder of the 
wretched crew (taking only a few to fup- 
ply their own lofs) to the mercy of the 
waves, or rather to a certain death. 



Continuation. 

Here, as my Cfter pathetically fays in 
her relation, the diftrefs of the furround- 
ing unfortunate wretches in general, and 
her own in particular, became too bad for 
language to defcribe. Two-thirds of the 
crew were either killed or wounded, and 
half of thofe that remained unhurt were 
forced on board the privateer, which was 

C 3 tVQW 
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now fleering from them with all the fail 
they could qarry. The frigate which had 
(truck terror in the captors, was a great 
way off, and they could perceive her giv- 
ing chace to the enemy. No hopes pre- 
fented themfelves to the unhappy creatures, 
but of getting out the long boat as fpeedi- 
ly as poflible, as there was no chance of 
the fliip keeping, much longer above water* 
Matilda, refigned to her fate, was fupport- 
ing her hufband, ,whofe wounds had been 
dreffed, and both the children lying on the 
bed, when a feanoan ran into the cabin, 
bidding them come along that moment if 
they wifhed to fave their lives, as the fhip 
was finking, and the long boat would be 
filled and off before they could get to her. 
Some others raa in out of companion, 
and aftually dragged my fitter by force 
away from her hufband, whom fhe was 
4*. clinging 
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clinging to. — One man fnatched up the 
Children, and threw them, at the hazard 
of bdng trampled to death, into the boat. 
The horror, which now feized poor Ma- 
tilda at the idea of abandoning her wound- 
ed hufband, is notto be eapreffed : (he refifted 
their efforts as long as (he could, while 
♦Plfeydel befbught her with the trtmoft 
e^eftaefs to-fcfctafeht to her own prefcrva- 
tfotfftr' the lake <>f her wretched children, 
and to leave him to : his fate, ^hich a few 
minutes wtntf d decide. Her : (enfes Were 
almoft gofte, and in a (late more dead than 
alive they lifted her into the boat. She had 
juft recolle&ion enough to know the mate 
(the captain being killed), who had now 
the command, and, throwing herfclf at his 
feet, implored his interference, that flie 
might not be Separated from her dying 
hufband * if he would not confent to her 
C 4 TtXWXti- 
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returning to the finking veflcl, or mercifully 
give orders for his being brought thither, 
flie would not furvive his deftiny, but feek 
him in the ocean. She a&ually ran to the 
boat's fide, and would have precipitated 
herfelf into the fea, had he not affured 
her he would lie by, till two failors had 
endeavoured to bring Pleydel on_ board. 
With great difficulty this taflc was effe£ted, 
and fhe had the fatisfa&ion of feeing her 
beloved hufband, at lead in a fituation of 
fliaring her fortune bad as it was $ and hap- 
pily by her means and perfuafion (for 
being the only woman fhe had perhaps 
more influence) feveral of the poor wound- 
ed men were lifted on board, who, but 
for her, would have been left to fink with 
the fhip, which circumftance happened in 
a very few minutes after they had got in 
three or four calks of provifion, and -fc|d 

rowed X 
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rowed the boat fome diftance off : which 
laft was very neceflary, left the influx 
fliould have involved them in its vortex. 

To add to the meafure of their misfor- 
tunes, a ftorm of wind, with thunder and 
lightning, came on at night, and early 
the next morning they were driven on 
(hore off St. Mary's on the rocks of 
Scilly, Here a frelh matter of grief pre- 
sented itfelf, for one of the dear little chil- 
dren was dallied to pieces before the eyes 
of his diftradted parents, who were unable 
to afford him the lead fuccour. With the 
utmQft hazard they at laft got on fliore, 
reduced to the loweft pitch of poverty 
and defpairj for what little matter of 
money they had carried on board with 
them was now loft, except the trifle each 
had in their pockets; and clothes they had 
C 5 TVOYV^ 
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none, but thofe on their backs, as no- 
thing could be faved out of the fliip. 
Perfons who look no farther than the bare 
prefervation of their lives, only provide 
for their fuftenance* they think of no- 
thing elfe. Of the wounded part of the 
crew, not one efcaped to land but Mr. 
Pleydelj nor would he, probably, but 
from the hopes of the mate, that as he 
had filled a public character in America, 
his name would procure them fome ad- 
vantages from the governor, when his 
former rank (hould be made known. This 
idea, whether well or ill founded, - ope- 
rated in favour of Mr. Pleydel, whof? 
life was preferved in confequence of it. 
He was carried to a houfe in the fuburbs, 
being too much exhaufted to bear more 
fatigue; thither nay poor fifter followed 
him, preffing her now only child to her 

bofom, 
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bofom, and bathing its innocent face with 
her fruitlcfs tears. 

Happily Mr. Pleydel was of the fbciety 
of free-mafons, which was of Angular fer- 
vice to him and all his diftreffed compa- 
nions. There is a kind of magnetic fym- 
pathy, one would fuppofe, or intuitive pre- 
fcience among mafons; for he inftanriy 
difcovered the mafter of the houfe to be 
one alfo, who at the fame time expreffed 
that kind of rapture at feeing him, as if 
they had been intimate friends. The 
beft advice and afliftance of all forts were 
dire£tly afforded him, and every mafon 
in Scilly flocked to fee their brother, and' 
procure him all the comforts in their* 
power. 

C 6 There 
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There cannot, I think, be a more forci- 
ble argument in favour of mafonry, than 
that it unites all the world, as it were, in 
one family. So many have experienced 
the advantages refulting from it, that I 
almoft wonder any man fhould objedt to 
belong to one or other of the lodges of 
.that order •, particularly thofe whofe pro- 
feffions lead them to travel. 

Perhaps you did not expeft an advo- 
cate for free-mafonry in a woman, who 
is by prefcription for ever debarred from 
being a member. But in my patriotifm 
I forget my fexj and in its real utility 
overlook its only imperfeftion, a want 
of liberality of fentiment, in fuppofing no 
woman could preferve its fecrets. If I 
was a man I would undoubtedly be a 
free-mafon. I revere its inftitution, 

thbugh 
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though a woman ; but yet feel no more 
inclination to be inftru&ed in its myfteries, 
than I do in the guidance of the balloon, 
which is juft now the fafliionable topic 
both here and at Paris ; they being equal- 
ly out of my fphere and chara&er. 

But to have done with my obfervations, 
and return to the forlorn party at St.Mary's. 
The wounds of /Mr. Pleydel (being much 
irritated by the various fucceeding acci- 
dents he had encountered) had thrown 
him into a violent fever, which lafted 
five weeks $ during the greater part of that 
time his life was not expedted. At laft 
he did recover flowly, and my fitter began 
to grow very impatient to get to England. 
As foon as Mr. Pleydel was able to bear 
motion, and a paflage could be procured* 
they once more committed themfelves to 
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the waves, and in a fhort time landed at 
Falmouth ; from thence they made the 
bell of their way up to London, to the 
arms of their almoft defpairing friends, 
who had given up all thoughts of ever 
feeing them again. 

Good God ! what a meeting it was ! 
I (hall never have the fce&e out of my me- 
mory. It would be too touching to expatiate 
on, particularly too, as I have already been 
fo minute, which I did not intend to be, 
when I began the relation. I fhould fear 
I had almoft fatigued you : and indeed 
nothing but the defire of obliging you in 
it, could have induced me to enter upon 
it at all. 

Mr, Pleydel loft no time in laying his 
cafe before the Minifter, who perhaps at- 
tended 
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tended rather more alertly to the bufinefs, 
as my brother's vote was wanted on fome 
particular meafure. Government made 
him an appointment, which although ex- 
tremely inadequate to his loflcs, was ex^ 
ceedingly welcome ; and I believe Matil- 
da would gladly have relinquifhed every 
profpedt of grandeur, for the certainty of 
palling the reft of her days in a quiet cot- 
tage at home. I thought of her when you 
drew the pidture of the Dennifons j and 
even wifti they were in pofleffion of fuch 
a " bleft retreat." The miniftry, how- 
ever, thought otherwife for them: and 
about eighteen months fince, Mr. Pley- 
del was appointed to a very good poft in 
New-York, though by no means fo lucra- 
tive as that he before poffefled. 

He 
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. He thought himfelf too young a man 
to devote himfelf entirely to a life of idle- 
nefs, and perhaps flattered himfelf that 
Great Britain would yet fubdue her re- 
bellious children, and he fhould ftand a 
chance of recovering fome of his patri- 
mony. America too is his native coun- 
try, and we have an infenfible partiality 
to a place, (imply from having been born 
there. We talk of being cofmopolites, 
and citizens of the world, but we ftill feel, 
if we do not acknowledge, that there is 
one little fpot more dear to us than any 
other, that we never think of without an 
emotion, to which we can fcarcely give a 
name ; or quit, without cafting " a long- 
" ing, lingering look." 

All places, however (in contradiction 

to 
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to my aflertion), were equal to my fitter j 
chough I am certain her own choice would 
have led her to remain in England : but 
lhe always fuited herfelf to the occafion, 
and is of a moft happy frame of mind, 
neither meeting, or finking under misfor- 
tunes ; ftill looking forward with hope $ 
and if the profpeft is clouded over in this 
world, fo that the vifual orb cannot pierce 
the gloom, (he can extend her views be- 
yond it, to that ftate where virtue and 
conftancy in right doing will moft af- 
furedly be rewarded ! 

Few women have had fuch occafions for 
the exertion of fortitude as herfelf. But 
had I never heard the relation of her mis- 
fortunes, and only had feen what lhe fuf- 
fered on the lofs of her laft, and perhaps 
moft-loved child, which happened by the 
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;meaflcs about two months before they 
: left us, I fhouid not have believed -it pof- 
fible Ihe could have fupported the wftny 
affii&ions fhe had gone through. 

The mind is not equally ftrong at all 
times. This is a common, but a very 
true obfervation, which a flight know- 
ledge of mankind will ihew tis. My 
After was almoft worn to aihadow by her 
anxiety during the ilhiefs of the infant* 
and her grief when it was no more. The 
troubles fhe had before experienced, called 
, for extraordinary exertions ; they were un- 
common, and of a nature that feldom at- 
tacks the generality of perfons. Provi* 
dence might infufe a. greater portion of 
fortitude (as it is faid to cc temper the 
Cf wind to the fhorn lamb") to enable her 
to fupport herfelf and others, during thofe 

trials. 



FOR FATHERS. 43 

trials. Her fpirits were kept in a ftate of 
agitation for a length of time, and every 
prefent diftrefs called for refiftance, as dill 
worfc it was to be dreaded would follow. 
They had now fubfided into a calm, and 
(he formed to Jherfelf a life of quietnefs 
and mediocrity ; devoting the remainder 
of her days to the making her little dwel- 
ling-place pleafing to her hufband, and 
giving up the chief of her time to the 
education of her only child. This laft 
ftrpke ftple upon, her in the hour of fancied 
fecurity, #nd found. her Jbofom defence- 
lefs; It opened afrefhajl. her wounds j it 
renewed all her fufferings. . cc Still is the 
cc cup of affli&ion unexhaufted !" flie 
cried. — Again (he faw each of her darlings 
expire $ again her maternal heart bled at 
every vein ! 
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We wifhed Mr. Pleydcl would leave 
her behind him, till he was fettled in his 
new ftation, and time had foftened the 
afperity of her grief $ but this, though he 
would have confented to, (he would not 
bear the thought of. Our parting was a 
mournful one ; my father and mother 
now looked on it as eternal, and indeed 
fo we may all, for there is little probability 
of their ever returning to England: unlefs, 
which Heaven forbid, we fhould loft every 
thing in America. Fatal conteft!' un- 
happy, unnatural war ! How much have 
they to anfwer for who were the firft in- 
ftigators of it ! Surely there is a retribu- 
tion to be made, and heavy it will fall on 
fome ! 



And 
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And now will not Alfred allow I have 
given him a counterpart to his hiftory of 
the Dennifons ? Alas ! I doubt almoft 
every family in that unhappy country 
might furnifh out a mournful ftory that 
would but too well accord with thofe 
that have fallen more immediately with- 
in our knowledge. How long will this 
fatal delufion continue, that thus divides 
families, and plunges nations in endlefs 
ruin ? This unnatural war, carried on by 
prejudice and faftion, how will it read in 
the annals of hiftory ? A child refifting 
and flying in the face of its parent. A 
parent perhaps too rigorous in aflerting 
its claim to obedience. It is dreadful for 
the public : it is (till more fo for the indi- 
vidual ! 

I neither 
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I neither afkw wiflv to know your po- 
litical principles* I know your heart is be- 
nevolent, and that it fynrtpathizes in the dif- 
treffes of your fellow creatures, which your 
hand fails not to relieve to the utmoft o£ 
your power. Thefe are traits which I 
fee, and admire. I glory in faying they 
are congenial to the fentiments of Elwina. 
But if I was infenfible to thofe amiable 
virtues, I fliould be unworthy to be 
called the friend of Alfred ! the title I af- 
pire to, and hope ever to retain. 

An amiable, fenfible and candid friend, 
is in the place of a fecond confcieftce. 
We feel a wifh of acquitting ourfelves 
to them, as if they had a prefcient know- 
ledge of all we do. Since I have had the 
happinefs of your acquaintance, I fancy 

you 



I 
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yau take an intereft in all that concerns me, 
however trifling or minute. " I will prac- 
(< tife this, leflhn," I cry, " becaufe it is 
" quite in Alfred's tafte. Alfred admired 
11 thefe ribbands 1 they Ihall adorn my 
" hat : thefe are the books he pointed 
" out to me s they fhall form a part of 
<c my library. This myrtle is facred to 
" Alfred ; can I then omit my care of 
" it ? My drawings he has commended j 
tf I will not fail to employ fuch a portion 
" of time as will make me a proficient in 
"that art." By this kind of mental ma- 
chinery, Alfred is prefent with me where- 
cver I go, or however employed. And 
is he fenfible of thefe " follies of friend- 
Cf fliip ?" Does the idea of Elwina mix in 
his ftudies ? Does fhe accompany him in 
his evening walks ? Why do I make it a 
queftion ? Has he not faid, that even 

in 
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in his deep, Ihe is the heroine of his 
dreams ? Yes, Alfred, I fometimes dream 
too. But philofophers fay, all this life is 
but a dream. I wifh fometimes it were fo 
indeed. Enough, however, of all this. I 
am in reality moft fincerely yours, 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 



Alfred to Elwina. 



TT O W lhall I fufficiently thank my 
-** -*- fwcet biographer for the pathetic 
relation her elegant pen has tranfcribed 
for me ? What charming reflexions, and 
delightful language you have employed 
throughout the whole! What greater* ho- 
nour could Alfred wilh for, than' that El* 
vrina fhould write his hiftory ! ; 

Vol. II. D O El- 
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O Elwina, how much are you my fupe- 
r ior in every thing ! But fo far am I from 
envying your excellencies, that I feel the 
utmoft exultation, as if the praife due to 
you, refle&ed honour on your humble, 
faithful friend. 

The Jiiftofy of your amiable filler, and - 
of the Dennifons too plainly prove the 
deftru&ive " Calamities of Civil War." 
Of the- feranfer I fhould fay a great deal, 
and have felt a great deal, even had (he 
not an infinite claim to my intereft in 
being the fitter of Elwina. I admire her 
fortitude * but I mud adore her very ele* 
gaiit panegyrift and hiftorian. I have 
read, it over and over with an increase 
of delight and fatisfa&ian, though yet 
painful refle&ions. Did not the tears 
fteal down the chede of Elwina while (he 
z traced 
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traced the melancholy events ? I know it 
could not be othcrwife ; it could not be 
written without fuch proofs of amiable fym- 
pathyi nor could it be read unmoved, Happy 
Pleydel ! Yes, amidft all thy misfortunes 
let me ftyle thee fb. ' Oh, how wert thtfu 
beloved ! I wifh I could behold this Ma- 
tilda. Should 1 be able to trace out the 
family features of the charming Eiwina ? I 
fancy each moment fhe muft be like you, 
I even pictured to myfelf, fo abforbed was 
I in the ftory* that you were indeed the 
perfon whofe misfortunes you related, 
Eiwina, it was dangerous to my peace. I 
threw down the paper with an agony I 
cannot defcribe ; I traverfed the room af- 
moft in a phren^y. It was fame time be- 
fore i <x>uld collcft my flattered fenfes; 
my weaknefs- made- me afliamed; I 
blufhed although alone, and determined 
Da \<& 
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to read on in a mere matter of fa6l man- 
ner, driving even to forget whofe charm* 
ing hand had penned the hiftory. 

How liberal your elogium on mafonry 1 
How much do I admire you for it ! Were 
I not intended for a clerical life, I fhould 
certainly become a brother of the order, 
as you recommend it Co ftrongly : I have 
not the If aft idea of- its myfteries, though 
I fee, and acknowledge its ufes, as you 
juftly obfervc, particularly to all men that 
travel. 

Is it not temerity in me to fay, I am 
convinced I fhould preferve its fecrets in- 
violably i I could have no temptation to 
tell them, as I am certain Elwina would 
never preft to have them difcovered, and 

tto one but herfelf could influence me* 

There 
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There have been women admitted, I 
believe, one for certain, the renowned 
queen of Sheba. Solomon, who was the 
wifefl: of all men, had not fuch narrow 
prejudices as his defcendants. And I 
think I have heard our virgin queenf 
Elizabeth was of the number. It is an 
illiberal idea, that a woman cannot keep 
a fecret. I doubt the fault lies in the 
men making improper confidants. A wo* 
man of virtue and fenfe, we every day ex- 
perience, is capable of exerting the nobleft 
faculties, and delaying ftrength of mind,, 
courage, fortitude, (and though a more 
paflive, not lefs a virtue)- patience and 
conftancy. How noble and elevited 
above almoft any man, was that lady, 
whom we read of in hiftory, whofe huf- 
band, through her means, had eluded the 1, 
▼igilance of Cromwell. When fhe was 

D 3 t^ttYtt&ta&va, 
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apprehended, (he was threatened with 
death, unlefs (he difcovered where (he had 
hidden him; but with fafe conduct to 
her home if fhe would reveal the place. 
" In my heart," (he cried, " he lies con- 
€( cealed : there fearch for him $ my 
€t tongue (hall never betray him." 

Perfons are, however, too ready irt 
difclofing fecrcts, to prove that fome one 
has been miftaken enough in their charac- 
ter to believe them capable of confidence/ 
But what defcription are fuch perfons of ? 
As Shakefpear fays, 

Let no fuch man be trufted* 

Secrets are frequently told in the firft 
ardours of kincjnefs or of love •, and I 
have heard a very fenfible, and I believe 

experienced 
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experienced man fay, for he was a mar- 
ried one* that there are fome foft mo- 
ments, when it is impoffible to refufc any 
thing to a woman. It would be churlifh 
to refufe a woman at any time fuch fatis- 
fa&ions which a man could grant with 
honour; but furely no man can fay his 
honour will allow him in any cafe to dif» 
clofe a fecret, the divulging of which 
would injure his frieod, or fociety in 
general. I have fo high an idea of a vir* 
tuous, prudent wife, that I believe fhe 
would rather revere the ftcadinefs that 
refufed, than the weaknefs which com? 
plied with her requeft. 

I think Samfon {hewed his head not 

equal in ftrength to his body in difclof* 

ing the fecret of the lock of hair to hi$ 
D 4 wife 
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wife Dalilah. Nor was his prudence very 
confpicuous in making choice of foch a 
wife, whofe principles, if fhe had any, 
mud have devoted her to her native 
Philiftia. 

It is faid, and withfome degree of truth, 
that two friends have but one foul be- 
tween them 5 and therefore telling a fecret 
to a friend (who has a right to know all 
that the other is informed of) is not^ex- 
tending the knowledge of it, I believe it 
is Montaigne to whom we are indebted 
for this convenient exemption from pre- 
ferving inviolate the fecrets which are 
communicated to us. It is a curious 
maxim certainly, that to tell a fecret to a 
friend is no breach of fidelity, becaufe 
the number of perfons trufted is not mul- 
tiplied, 
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tiplied, a man and his friend being virtu* 
ally the fame* But an ideot* may fee tho 
fallacy of this reafoning, as> with this lati* 
tude, confidence may run on without end i 
the fecond perfon may tell the fecret to a 
third, on the fame principle as he received* 
it from the fir ft, ad infinitum. 

Now will Elwina fuppofe this is premif- 
ed in cafe I (hould ever become a member 
of the laudable fraternity of mafons ? You* 
fee I am pre-determined not to difclofe* 
the fecret, even to the choftrn friend of my 
heart;, my more than fecond fclf !' But 
before I". am enrolled, I will be convinced ^ 
that there is nothing that would militate 
againft the vow of loyalty I hare taken to 
*ny liege lady and fovereign • of all my 
hopes and fears, to whom L have fworn 
D 5. cverlaftingj 
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everlafting fealty and homage to my life** 
end; and whom I {hall loon, thank Heaven, 
have the happinefs of afluring from my own 
lips, how very much I am her faithful 
feryant and friend, 

ALFRED. 



LET* 
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LETTER XVIIL 



Alfred to Elwina. 



WHERE ftcpt my guardian angel A 
day, that it whilpered not to E 
wina, that Alfred would take th* win, 
of the morning, aided by the tendere 
pureft friendftiips, to antedate the hapf 
nefs which the party from L purpc 

enjoying next Thurfday ? 

I have begged a (heet of paper to t< 

you how extremely I am mortified i ft 

too prophetic heart funk when I faw tl 

D 6 xx < 
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track of coach wheels in the road turning 
out of your gates ; I feared then, what 
really had happened, that the carriage ta 
which thofe wheels belonged, had con- 
veyed Elwina from her home. 

The fervants are very kind in offering 

me refrelhments. I have no gvut for grofs 

'aliment. I languifli for the moft delicate 

, repaft, an hour of your delightful coaver- 

.fation. They prefied. me to walk in xhc 

garden. Al^*! I fhould wander about 

like the /3rft ■ man, who found himfelf 

vnbkft in Pjaradife. Every thing 

would be wanting while the beauteous 

Eve was abfent^ I wifh to my foul, I 

could find out on which chair you had 

laftbeen feated. I feel as if I was on 

kallowcd ground : but could I difcovrr 

a trace of that fpot oa which Elwina fat 

or 
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or ftood, I (hould rivet myfrff to it. 
Ha! I fee a netting, box: by your leave 
I muft look into it ; perchance it is Eit- 
wina's*. 



Will you forgive me„Elwina? I have 
ftolen a card, out of it, on which is written, 
your name j, there, is (bme (ilk wound on 
it. I have flipped, it afide, to place the 
name of Alfred with yours.$ thus are 
they joined; — L (hall put it among my 
relics ;• — I will (hew them to you one 
day; but you (hall promife me, never to- 
form the idea of reclaiming, them. — No,. 
while I. have life and fenfe they (hall he 
preferred mod facrcdlyj and when I 
breathe my laft, I. will rcqueft Elwina to 
ice them laid in order in my coffin.. 

mat 
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What a fweet fituation is this ! But 
how much more charming fhall I think it 
on Thurfday ! You muft fhew me all 
your favourite haunts. And to add to 
my colle&ion of drawings, I ftiall intreat 
you to take fome view which we will fix 
on together. , You (hall only defign it. 
I will not allow you to bend the fined eyes 
in the world on paper, when they can 
cc blefs me, even me," with their heaven- 
ly beams. 

I can hardly give a name td my feel- 
ing?, when I refleft that I am 'writing in a 
room which, two hours fince, contained 
the ldvelieft of women ! But I muft check 
my rapture, left I create fufpicions in 
^- • * your 
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your fervants by my long ftay ; for I could 
dwell here for even It was very kind in 
them to fuffer me to enter at all, as I am 
fo totally unknown to them. I however 
aflured them I had a letter from Mrs. 

M to you, and even fliewed the ad- 

drcfs, which one df them faid, Ihe knew 
directly : I can give her credit, for there 
are not many perfons who write in the 
manner of Mrs. M . 

I arrived at L ■■- but laft night, and 
hardly flept a minute from the agitation 
of my heart that flattered itfelf it would 
this day have the felicity of feeing you. 
I know not how to leave off, but I dare 
not afk for more paper, and I have got to 
the end of this. It is fome comfort that I 
am in the place which your prefence has 
enlivened, and willfoon embellifh again. 
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Adieu T moft amiable, raoft revered o£ 
women:!: Next Thurfday ! Oh, Elwina^if 
my hand trembles and my heart flutter* 
thus, how fhall I be able to acquit myfelf 
with any degree of confidence,, when I be- 
hold you? Your loved prefence muft infpire* 
muft ftrengthen me.. From you i expeft 
everything j — without you lam nothing'! 1 

AXFRE D. 



ILE1U 
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LETTER XIX. 



Elwina to Alfred* 



HOW do I hate myfelf for not having 
fomc kind of prefentiment of the 
happinefs that was in (lore for me this 
morning, had I not foolifhly have caft It 
away* Cruel fate ! thou haft robbed me 
of two hours of felicity which ought to 
have been in my life ; and perhaps while 
that life lafts, I (hall have occafibn ever 
to regret \ 

It 
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It is fo provoking ! I had no bufinefs 
to make this vifit. Yes, I muft exclaim 
againft fate ; for I dare fay I was (truck 
with the whim of accompanying my mo- 
ther, even while your generous heart was 
anticipating the agreeable furprife you 
kindly meant for Elwina. Foolilh El- 
wina, what haft thou loft 1 two hours at 
lead of happinefs j and fuch happinefs as 
thou haft fo true a tafte for enjoying ! 

For Heaven's lake come early on Thurt 
day, that we may repair the injury done to 
friendftiip, as much as poffible. Da 

worry Mrs. M to get out foon; I 

know too well how dilatory (he is apt to- 
be on fuch occafions; and yet (he will 
be hurrying away in the evening for 
fear of robbers, though we have no fuch 

kind 
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kind of beings on our road. Yet why 
ibould I captioufly complain of her ? I 
ought to in treat her forgivenefs, and ao 
knowledge my obligation to her. Wilt 
Ihe not bring the amiable Mrs. Harley and 
Alfred with her ? I (hall write to her to* 
morrow, and I commifiion you to deliver 
the compliments of the family to your dear 
mother. I have made honourable report of 
you ; they all are defirous of your ao 
quatotance. 

I am more fortunate than you ; though 
you was only a temporary inhabitant^ I 
know the chair on which you were feated. 
It remained clofe by the little table where 
I am now writing ; you may fuppofe I 
pulhed it afide to reach another ; I would 
not fit in it for the world, to be Jure. 
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• Oh I I fhall really quarrel with youv 
Only think of committing a robbery the 
iirft time you came into the houfe ! Now 
I dare fay, you are thinking of the little 
card of filk. Indeed that was a fpeeies of 
burglary, but I doubt you will get off, be^ 
caufe it happened in the broad day. I 
muft digrefs a moment from the fubjeft } 
was upon, to obferve a little on the abfur- 
dity of our laws, as if a crime committed 
at noon-day were not as wicked 9s zz 
twelve o'clock at night. How different is 
the idea in Milton's eftimation: on an- 
other occafion he fays r 

J Tis only disty^Kgbt that makes fin,* 

Whereas in reality,, becaufe you fteal 
my goods while the fun (hines* an Englifh 
jury,, inftru&ed by an Englifh judge, will 

affurediy 
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aflbredly acquit you. This may be law, 
but I defy the moft learned cafuift to 
prove \t jufticc. Now to proceed ; you have 
actually purloined the hearts of both the 
female fervants who happened to fee you 5 
tad the reft fallen within the vortex of 
your eye-beams, they would have fur* 
tendered, without difcretion, to the all- 
powerful enemy : even the thrice-encom- 
paffed heart of old Martha felt a pull that 
almoft di (lodged it from its ancient do- 
main. She declared, <c fhe never faw fo 
" handfomc a gentleman, and fo polite and 
" well-fpoken." Oh ! (he warranted how 
much all his own fervants loved him : well, 
to be fure, fhe never few fuch a pair of eyes 
m any one's head j fhe doubted not they 
had made many a heart ach : and yet he 
looked fo gentle and fo fweetly, as if he 
would be forry to do mifchief too. She 
5 frail 
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LETTER XX. 



IJlwina to Alfred. 



TUST after I had difpatched my laft 
•^ by our little Mercury, I had the plea- 
sure of receiving a letter frpin Maria. I 
have fpoken of her to you 5 and I tyali 
foon have the pleafure of introducing my 
amiable friends to each other. She in- 
forms me fht it on her return to England, 
and that her excellent father is much 
benefited by the ufe of the Barege waters. 
They mean to take a houfe in our neigh- 
bourhood 5 
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bourhoodj and I am on the wing to look 
at a dwelling, which I think will fuit them 
admirably, I feel all alive $ I love Ma- 
ria to my foul 5 and I have not feen her 
above thefe eighteen months. Her ac- 
quaintance will give you much pleafure : 
why do I fay her acquaintance only ? you 
will poflefs her friendfhip. What a 
charming little knot of amity (hall we 
three make ! I feel the joy by anticipa- 
tion. Your name is not wholly unknown 
to her $ I have made honourable mention 
of you in my letters, which will not fail 
to procure an intereft in her gentle bofom 
for my amiable Alfred, One hour's con* 
verfation with you will do all the reft. 
She could not be my friend, if (he did 
not entertain a regard for you. Adieu ! 
I cannot ftay to write any more, as I muft 
go to look over the future manfion of my 
Vol. II. E %fam.\ 
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Maria : I really would not quit my pen 
on any other confideration : yes, I muft 
detain it a moment longer. Pray did 
you examine the contents of the netting- 
box ; and did you take notice of a purfe f 
It was nearly finifhed $ and on Thurfday I 
fhall prefent it to Alfred, as a fmall token 
of friendfhip from 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 



Alfred to Elwina. 



IN a fhort time after you receive this, 
Alfred will prefent himfelf before the 
moft amiable of women. But Elwina, 
dare I own to you, I feel a jealoufy in my 
heart refpe&ing the extreme warmth of 
your affe&ion for Maria ? who is this 
boafted Maria ? — what charms does (he 
poflefs ? — She is the friend of Elwina, 
&nd, as fuch, I owe her great regard -, but J 
am the friend of Elwina too, — I want not, 
—I afpire not to the poffeffion of any other's 
E 2 friend- 
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friendfhip, — give me but Elwina's, I afk no 
other. You poffefs mine entire — I — alas ! 
I find I have but half yours. Why does 
Maria return to rob me of the dear privi- 
lege, I flattered myfelf I had gained, of 
being the firft on the lift of Elwina's 
friends ? — Sweet flatterer ! Did you mean 
to deceive me ? — Did you not fay I had 
gained that envied pre-eminence ? Ah, El- 
wina \ but then your Maria was far diftant: 
Jjuft fupplied the place of an abfent friend, 
and now muft give way to her more ex- 
alted worth. Forgive me, Elwina, I 
know not what I fay, or hardly what I 
would exprefs j only this I know, and I 
will take courage to fay, that I wifh not 
for life one moment longer than I am 
dear to Elwina. 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER XX1L 



Elwina to Alfred. 



THOUGH the winged hours have 
almoft taken their flight, and the 
breezes of heaven are wafting Alfred to 
his friend Elwina, yet I will take up my 
pen, and juft give you a few lines, left 
I fhould not have an opportunity of talk- 
ing to you on the fubjeft. 

Why is the heart of Alfred alarmed ? 
Can you be jealous of my affe&ion for 
one of .my own fex and age ? Did I not 
E 3 foX 
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feel the tendered friendship for you j a 
friendfliip that pities a weaknefs fo fweet- 
ly amiable, I fhould actually chide you. 
Hear me, Alfred, while I fwear your 
name is ftill oil the top of the lift. Nay, 
I will, to foothe your anxious care 5 I will 
fay more, your name has obliterated all 
the reft, Maria's alone excepted. But 
my friendfhip, my regard for her is differ- 
ent and diftinft from that I bear to you. 
As well might I complain, that your du<* 
teous love for your dear mother robbed 
me of that friendfliip you vowed to me. 
Alfred, difquiet not yourfelf. If your 
happinefs depends on my preferring the 
fame fentiments for you, I have ever 
felt; oh, reft affured you will be happy j 
you will never have caufe to complain 

of 

ELWINA. 
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LETTER XX11I. 



ALFRED TO ELWINA. 

TTTHY did I not open your dear little 
* ^ note, at the moment you gave it 
into my hand, or why did Elwina prevent 
me ? Doubtlefs (he thought I would run 
mad with delight, and commit fome rafh 
aft in my phrenzy. Oh ! I will wear it 
next my heart, that no miftaken jealoufy 
may ever reach it. It will ad as a tali/man 
when I am abfent from you. Never (hall 
I ceafe to repeat my obligations to the 
faireft of women ! 

E4 ^ 
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How do I rejoice in being introduced 
to your family ! with what fatisfa&ion do 
I trace the m^ny attentions fhewn me I 
«nd how gladly fliall I avail myfelf 
of the privilege of often- calling upon 
them I 

You drew the chara&er of your brother 
with a faithful pencil; your Kkenefs is 
from the life. He is a very pleafing 
young man; but the pride of diftinftion 
is very plainly perceptible : however, I 
have great reafon to be pleafed and flat- 
tered by the civilities he paid me; and 
having heard his cHara&er, was almoft 
furprifed at the marked attention I re- 
ceived* 

lam 
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I am difpofcd to be angry with Mrs. 

M ; would you believe it ? fhe fays 

Ifabella is handfomer than you ; and that 
in general fhe is thought fo. I afked her 
if (he herfelf thought fo, and in what par- 
ticular fhe could point out the fuperiority ? 
I was glad to fee I had pofed her in a 
moment. My dear mother, finding her 
filent, obferved, that perhaps Ifabella 
might be called a finer woman. "Aye," faid 
Mrs. M , pleafed to have fome ground 
to ft and on, <c fhe is a great deal taller." 

€€ Oh then, Mrs. D , who is fix feet 

€€ without her fhoes, is a much handfomer 
* € woman than either Elwina or Ifabella/' 

E 5 u But 
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" But Mrs. D ■ '! is a fright j and (o 
" mafculine, ttf&4& looks like a grena* 
«dier." : ™"" 

€t Which is the next article in favour 
« oflfabella J" Talked. 

" Why I cannot tell," replied Mrs. 
M * * i " only I know I have always heard 
iC her called the handfomeft." I anfwered 
in a line from Hammond. 

I hate the beauties common minds admir& 

u So do I/* faid my mother ; <c there majr 
" be people who give the preference to Ifa- 
€C bella 5 and if I was to fee both their por- 
<c traits drawn by a painter who could only 
" give their features without exhibiting the 
" character of count«iance,perhaps I might 

" be 
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* be of their opinion. *Ifabella has, it muft 
C€ be owned, a fine fa»jSj»od fhape, and all 
* c the exterior of beatify': but the foul of 
€t Elwina refides in her ex^reflive eyes. Her 
« eyes ! no, it pervades each feature, each 
" <c limb: (he is all over foul and expreffion. 
C€ But there is a criterion by which we may 
€€ judge of the univerfal opinion. Which of 
« c the ladies have had the mod admirers ?" 

<c I know not enough of the ladies to be 
4€ competent to anfwer for the number of 
€€ her admirers ; I know Elwina has re- 
** fufed two offers ; and -I have heard her 
cc very much admired : I own, if I was a 
c< man, I fhould prefer Elwina for a wife, 
< € for many reafons." 

It was happy for me that it was almoft 

dark during this converfation. What a 

E6 ^w* 
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glow I felt on my face while it lafted! 
You will bclicvf|t<Bpuld have kiffed my 
dear mother forsaking, I may fay, my 
own opinion of the fweeteft woman in the 
world. Yes, let the generality of man- 
kind continue to think Ifabella the finer 
woman. With the praife of the common 
herd, Elwina, I am certain, will not feel 
hcrfelf flattered : and yet they will utter 
encomiums as if they could feel your per* 
fediops as I do ; they cannot but fee, and 
what they fee they will admire. 



Upon my honour you will be quite the 
ruin of me. This evening I put Mrs* 
M— in fuch a pet, that I had fome dif- 
ficulty in making the matter up. The 
fceautiful and elegant purfe you worked 

for 
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for me, was the occafion of it. I had 
taken it out the firft time in public, to fcore 
a game at whift ; — Mw M— - my part- 
ner : thepurfe, of courfc, was admired, and 
Mrs. M— mentioned the fair donor. 
c f Apropos," cried N , whowasftaad- 
ing by, " Die is a charming girl * pray how 
*' does fhe do ? Faith I was wrong not to 
€€ come oftener while ihe was with you. I 
cc wflh (he was here now, I would get her to 
t€ fing and play to me." I turned my head 
round, and actually meafured this infolent 
puppy with my eyes. I could hardly 
command myfelf into filence j my fenfes 
were quite deranged. 4< Good God, Sir !" 

cried Mrs. M », " what are you about? 

** You have trumped my beft card." I 
could only ftammer out an apology. c< Oh, 
€t . thatis mere bagatelle," faid one of our ad- 
vcrfaries," he renounced three tricks fince." 

Ik 
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The matter was fully proved; we loft the 
game by it ; and Mrs. M— lofing her 
temper, played moft execrably : and you 
know (he is not the beft of all poffible 
whift-players; fo in confequerice we loft ihe 
rubber, « There," cried Ihe, throwing 
down her money; €t it is all your fault. I 
" declare I wilh Elwina had been further^ 
* € before Ihe gave you that nonfenficat 
" purfe. This is the firft time ycrti 
c< have played fince you had it. It 
€t will always be unlucky, I dare fay." I 
coolly replied, I hoped not for her fake, a& 
we were ftill ordained to be partners - f but 
that we could not always command for- 
tune; and were too apt to attend to thte 
converfation round the table. This, by 

the bye, is one of Mrs. M 9 s great 

faults at whift, particularly when any of 
the children are in the room. Fortune, 

how- 



f6r fathers. * r 

however, again declared us her favourites. 
My dear purfe remained in my pocket, 
that no facrilegious hand or eye fhould 
contaminate it ; and Mrs. M— - refumed 
her good humour. I cannot, however, fit 
patiently to hear fuch men as N— — talk 
of Elwina; they fhould not dare to 
breathe her name. Oh ! how arbitrary 
fhould I be if I was an emperor! 

Have you heard fince from our friend 
Maria ? You fee I make my claim be- 
times; I will take a ride over in a few 
days, and you (hall fhew me the houfe you 
intend to fix her in. This dreaded Maria, 
I now long to feej you will take the firft 
opportunity of prefenting me to her. If 
her mind is congenial with yours, what a 
feaft it muft be to fpend a day in fuch fo- 
ciety! Adieu! 
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LETTER XXIV, 



Alfred to El win a. 



X SHALL loon have the honour of pre-" 
•*■ fenting to Elwina a little cabinet, 
made out of the yew tree, you ufed to 
ftyle forlorn Baucis. My mother's land- 
lord, on my faying it was a reproach to 
humanity to fuffer it to remain in fuch a 
ftate, very obligingly cut it down and of- 
fered me part of the wood, which I gladly 
accepted of, as I have heard you admire 
it. I have ordered it to be made up in 
the form I mentioned. And what ufe will 

Elwina 
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Elwina put it to ? I fliall have one of 
the fame fort ; they will be twins for ex* 
a&nefs j I have already devoted it to the 
purpofe of containing your letters. 

The calket where, to outward {hew. 

The workman's art is feen, 
Is doubly valued when we know 

It holds a gem within. 

My cafket will indeed contain gems of 
the richeft price; far above rubies. 
Like *the French miniftevl (hall never 
be without my caffette verte; but there 
will be no danger of my ever leaving it 
behind me. No, it will be dear as life to 

ALFRED, 



LET 
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LETTER XXV. 



Elwina to Alfred. 



T THANK you moft cordially for the 
■** promife of a part of forlorn Baucis. 
Is (he not to be envied for her transforma- 
tion ? As elevated in my opinion as the 
fabled Baucis of old. I was planning, 
fome little time fmce, fome contrivance to 
preferve your letters ; and was going to 
embroider a forte feuille for the purpofe. 
The dear little cabinet will be a great im- 
provement. It will indeed be valuable 

to' 
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to me, as both the letters and the box 
will -be proofs of your friendfliip. 

I truft you will foon take this promifed 
ride. All my family look for the plea- 
sure of feeing you often* My cheeks 
glowed a little too when I heard you 
commended. I know not how it is, but I 
feel fo fluttered when I hear your praife r that 
I can fcarcely withhold my gratitude from 
thewing itfelf, perhaps too confpiciioufly* 

I could not but laugh at the zeal you 

difcovered, on Mrs. M — . *s opinion, 

and what the world in general thought of 
me and Ifabella. I bow to her fuperior 

charms. Mrs. M is right. She is 

more admired than I am. She may have 
more lovers, but fhe has not fuch friends 
As I have. I think it very lingular, that 
. - AS*. 
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Ifabella never had an intimate of either 
fex. She is certainly a beautiful girl; 
but (he would not be my pafiion, becaufe 
fhe wants that irrefiftlMe charm, fcnfibi- 
lity. Nothing moves or intercfts her* 
Therefore, if your mother was to fee the 
pidure* of each of us, (he would un+ 
doubtedly give the palm of beauty to If** 
bell. But if the living Elwina is beloved 
by a few, whofe difcriminating judgment* 
do her honour, fhe is fatisfied. I wifh not 
for admiration ; I fhould hate to be that 
kind of woman of whom every body 
would fay, " fhe is very handfome." It 
is an ambition I fhould never afpire to, 
I would not give a pin to have a fet of 
features, that you might take to pieces, 
and admire feparately ; which, by the 
bye, you might do by Ifabella, notwith- 
Handing your herefy. But as you fay, 

and 
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and it has been faid before you too, it is 
not a Jet of features I admire j I love ex* 
preflion, which is the foul of beauty. 
Whether I "poffefs it in the degree your 
good mother fays I do, I know not; but 
this I know, I allow no one handfome 
without it, and almoft every body more 
than handfome who really does poflefs it. 
But I muft now endeavour to exprefs how 
much, and fincerely I am yours. 

P. S. I forgot to mention our friend 
Maria. I am pleafed with your adopting 
her ; and I fliall never prefume in future 
to call her exclufively mine. But I will 
not allow her to fay our Alfred. So do 
not expedt it. 

The houfe I have fixed on for her, 
will fuit them in point of fize and fitua* 
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tion; but I wifh it was nearer to us; 
being almoft a mile off from our domain. 
However, that circumftance will operate 
fometimes in my favour, as I fhall take 
up my abode with her now and then for a 
day or two, and I fhall hope (he will do 
the fame by me. Her converfation is too 
great a treat not to make one wifh for the 
continuance of it. 

Adieu. 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Alfred to Elwina, 



I WILL anfwer to the qucftion you put 
to me, juft as I was going to take 
horfe, after fpending one of the happieft 
days of my life. I do indeed admire 
Maria, §ur Maria. She is juft the kind 
of being I fliould have fuppofed her to.bej 
and I ihould have been able to have 
picked her out from a thoufand, for the 
approved friend of the elegantly-difcrimi- 
nating Elwina. She is gentle, affection- 
ate, and unreprovijng ; that is, fhe looks 

as 
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as if flic would pity and abfolve die 
weaknefs, which perhaps fhe never felt. 
I could tell her every fecret of my heart> 
and ffiould expeft comfort and confolation 
from the fympathetic foftnefs that appears 
in her agreeable, though not handfomc 
face. All this I could do if I had not the 
fuperior happinefs of being acquainted 
with one to whom all other women mull bow 
the knee. You, Elwina, are as much abjoVe 
Maria, as fhe is above the common rou- 
tine of females. Nay, I know hot whether 
her excellence is not rendered more con- 
spicuous by being placed near yours. 
The moon, our favourite planet, fhines 
but by refle&ion from the refplendent 
fun. 

How delightfully c lid the minutes roll 

away laft Monday ! C)h ! if each day was 

4 thus 
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thus to be pafied, 1 fhould look for no 
other heaven ! I doubt that laft expref- 
fion is not fufficiently orthodox for one 
who foon will become a Chriftian divine : 
but out of the abundance "of the heart , &c. 
And I really could not help that " effufion 
€€ of friendfliip and fancy" breaking out, 
wherr I recalled to my imagination the 
hours replete with happinefs that I fpent 
i trio with you and our Maria. I was 
particularly fortunate, as I was a volunteer, 
to find the two amiables by themfelves. , 
But why do I fay recall ? Each moment is 
ever in my memory; I live over the 
whole day, which had more of felicity in -, 
it, than many years could, furnifli to 
fome people. 

I was with you by eight in the morning. 
Good God ! twelve hours I fpent with 
Elwina! 

Vol. II. F ItonV& 
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I could almoft exclaim with the r^ptw-, 
pus Torifmond— 

I have lived enough !— » 

I do not mean to purfue the fpeech any 
further, only to %, if I had died diredt- 
ly, and my memory retained the circum- 
ftances of that day alone, I (houldj fo 
deceived, " think all my life had been' 
"bleft!" 

And, indeed, what could a reafonable 
man wifh for, more than I enjoyed on that 
day ? The fociety and friendfhip of two 
charming women.— I had fenfe, elegance, 
beauty, and harmony to lift me above the 
race of earthly beings. — Do you think the 
Grand Signior ever paffed fuch a day in 
his life ? No 5 the greateft voluptuary that 
ever ex'rfted never experienced &ch in- 
effable pleafure (which refledion^ even 

♦ height* 
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heightens) as did on that day. the highly- 
favoured Alfred ! Oh, may this " charm- 
<c ing little knot of amity" never be broken 
or divided ! 

I did not get home till pail the hour 
that my dear mother ufually goes to her 
chamber s for, you know> it was impoC- * 
fible to gallop away from Elwina, al- 
though I did not fpare my horfe in going 
to her — It was after eleven when I reached 
home ; ancl I could find by the manner of 
that beft of parents receiving me, that her 
foad heart had endured fome pangs, left 
any accident had happened to me. This 
was fome allay to my pafl: happinefs. I 
could almoft wifh fhe did not love me 
quite fo wdl, or that lhe had fbmfc 
one to divide her affe&ion with. Oh, ' 
if the charming Elwina lived under th© 
F 2 tatit 
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fame roof, we fhould between us fhare 
her love, and fhe would not as now give 
up her foul to a thoufand anxieties, 
while, in looking on me, lhe fees all 
that remains of mother, brother, and huf- 
baind. She kindly fat up an hour longer, 
to allow me the opportunity of talking of 
you, and our amiable friend : without fuch 
a relief I know not what I fhould have 
done, for my fpirits were too much alive ! 
to have gone quietly to bed* and, not- 
withftanding the early hour I rofe at in the 
morning, I could not compofe myfelf to 
fleep. . I courted its gentle influence for 
fome time ; but it was in vain. Elwina 
and Maria had between them u murdered 
"fleep 5" fo I gave up the conteft, and 
rifing, ftruck a light, and fat down to the 
only employment worthy of concluding 
foch a day, reading over your charming 

letters. 
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letters. Believe me, every time I perufc 
them I difebver frelh beauties ; they arc 
fuperior to any thing I ever read in any 
language, and I fhould pronounce them 
nioft finifhed performances, were I to meet 
with them in the. hands of any one. What 
then muft be my opinion of the dear lines, 
when the writer is fo well known, fo ad- 
mired as is Elwina* and when I can 
whifper to my grateful heart, that it is to 
Alfred they are addreffed ! What a happt- 
nefs for me that we were born in the fame 
age ! I fhould have been like the Perfian 
prince, had I found fuch elegant letters 
in my father's treafury, and certainly have 
fct out on my travels to difcover the lovely 
writer. I am fure you remember the 
ftory. 

F 3 Adieu— 
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Adieu—I am going to infpeft my work* 
man, who, by the bye, is but a bungler * 
however, as I know a little of turning 
myfclf, I fhall hope the cabinet will have 
fomc little merit independent of the donor. 

Yours moft faithfully, 

ALFRED. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 



El wina to Alfred. 

I A-M. by no means the perfeA crea- 
ture your too partial fancy thinks me. 
But I will tell you all my faults ; and as I 
ftel contrition for them, I hope it will 
prfcve a frep towards amendment* 

I wa*, really I could not help it, I was 
hurt at the former part of your laft letter. 
I thought you exprefled yourfelf mor* 
warmly in your elaborate praife of Maria, 
than t Ihould have done by any friend you 
' F 4 tat 



104 THE SCHOOL 

had introduced me to. I felt piqued— I 
feared I had loft fome intereft with you ; 
however I took myfelf to taflc before I 
went on with the letter, and laid it down, 
determining not: to finifh the perufal of it, 
while fo felfilh a fentiment predominated 
in my unjuft bofom. It was that expref- 
fion of yours which I was particularly 
pained by, I could tell her every fecret of my 
hearty and I Jhould exptff comfort and confo- 
IqtiwfromberfymfatbeticfQftnefs. "Ah, poor 
" Elwina!" I could hot help exclaiming, 
cc . thou art not wbrthy of fuch confidence." 
That very fentiment proved I was not % 
but, as I faid, I took myfelf to talk, and 
when I had expiated my offence, I again 
perufed the letter, and, perhaps, was as 
reprehenfible for being enraptured with thc^ 
latter part of your elegant epiftle, as I was 
for the chagrin the former had occafioned, 
, I ex- 
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I experienced the truth of your affertion v 
that Maria would pity and abfolve the weak- 
nefs which Jhe never felt ; for I owned alL . 
my folly to her, and indeed gave her your 
letter to read. Do you allow of fuch 
things? And (hall I ufe the fophifticaL 
reafbning of Montaigne, to prove to you„ 
that your letter being feen by her, isjuft 
tlie fame as if I alone had perufed it I She 
is,, indeed, my fecond felf y her faith is 
tried and known 5 and I dare believe you- 
would not wilh 1 (hould fecrete from hen 
confidence] the perfedb efteem and friend^ 
(hip I feel for you : To her alone I talk of 
you — indeedy in a general way I fpeak of 
you in the family — and, apropos, I had like 
to have forgotten the meflage : My mo- 
ther hopes you will, not fail to come hither 
nextTuefday •, we are to have a little mu- 
fical. party, and fhe has fet you down for a. 
F £ V *» 
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performer, fo you muft, nolens valens, fend 
your baggage, as rt will be too late to re- 
turn to L ■ afterwards ; and then your . 
excellent mother will be free from the anx- 
ious fears that invaded her gentle bofom 
laft Monday evening. 

Do me the favour to pra&ife that 
charming duo in Orfeo — I mean to have 
the pleafure of finging it with you— You 
will be with us by dinner of courfe— And 
do not forget your cremona — fend it, well 
packed up, by the errand man, with your 
§dds and ends. When you will get the vio- 
lin back again, I will not pretend te-fay— r 
It would be no bad plan to lay an embargo 
upon it ; as it might be an inducement to 
your oftcner coming to us -> I think I (hail 
adopt it. 



v 



Out 



FOR FATHERS. 107 

Our Maria is ftill with us, and I fhall 
keep her till after the concert, and as long 
after that (to exprefs myfelf elegantly) 
as ever I can. 

I have been laying your fweet letters in 
order, that I may lofe as little time as pof- 
fible in placing them in the facred repofi- 
tory when it arrives. You may fay what 
you will of mine, and I hope you will not 
abridge me of the fame privilege; but if 
the merit df writing is to be eftimated bf 
the pleafure they afford in the perufaf, it 
wH Be a (harp conteft: between us which is 
the beft. Maria (hall be umpire one of 
theft days — We will lay our fcveralclainrffr 
before her, and (he fhall decide upon then*. 

Adieu. 

EL WIN A. 

F 6 ■ .. 
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LETTER XXVIIh 



El win a to. Maria. 



I REGRETTED your abfencc \e& 
than I fhoold have done, had yefterdayt 
been a day at all to. your tafte \ you welL 
know it was not fo to mine. I hate thefe 
magnificent doings — It might be truly.. 
ftyled a cabinet dinner, and was calculated* 
O delight my brother — Indeed my father 
^yas delighted too ; but it was eafy to fee 
that he almoft groaned under his dignities j 
and now and then feeling what he calls his 
inferiority, he looked as difconcerted as 
l he 



FOR FATHERS. 109 

he does when my mother orders almonds, 
and raifins, with French plums, in the def- 
fcrt, which, he fays, arc « the relicks of the 
"old leaven of trade*" 

You know how I hate thefe politicians, 
-and great men — I think the afibrtment a 
lile one * and happy was I when we fe- 
males were allowed to withdraw, and leave, 
them to their conferences* 

You may be certain* my dear Maria,, 
there is fome point to be gained, or thefe 
lords, and members of the miniftry, would 
never take the pains to viGt fuch litde 
folks as we are. But why trouble you with, 
' thefe matters, when I have a fubjedt of fo 
much, more moment to* enlarge upon ?— 
But k is a fubjedt I hardly know how to 
difcufs. You aflk me if Alfred is my lover ?, 

Ax. 



n& the gcnto-Ofe-- 

It i* a very' fimple queftion, and could* 
arte (houkJ think) be eaftly anfaered ; arid 
yet, the mctfc I reftedt upon it, the left able 
am I to give you fatisfa&ion on that head. 

Wfl rnuft firft inquiry what does the 
declaration of love confift in ? Is it words 
or adtions that denote the paffion ? And ia 
thtre no other method of a man convincing- 
you he loves you but thofe few words,- 
which I have heard from fb many men, 
whoj I dare fay, know no more of the 
Sweet Pajfion of Love, than a-broom-ftrck ; ; 
" You are a fweet girl, and I love ydu/* 
If fo— then I declare, upon my honour,* 
Alfred never ufcd.that expreffion to me; 
and it is lb common- place a way of mak- 
ing Jove, that, I as*freely declare, I (houid. 
be very forry he ever ffiould. But that I- 
am the being moft dear to him on earth, 

it 
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it would be herefy and treafon to deny my 
belief of. lam thoroughly perfuadedT am 
—but I muft own too, marriage has never 
been his fubjeflb. Perhaps, for from my 
Maria I will conceal no fecret working of 
rhy heart ; perhaps I have fometimes wifhed 
him to be more explicit on that theme, 
and more fo fince I fee he is fo well receiv- 
ed by all my family — I fay all-, as even my 
eldfcft brother treats him with a- civility he 
does not uniformly pra&ife to untitled* 
men. In the courfe of the narration I • 
made him of Matilda, I mentioned, 
though without defign, the fortune my fa- 
. ther gave her, and what we were to expe<ftr. 
From tHe refpeft, even to veneration, he 
had beert acctiftdmed to (hew me, I fome- 
times fancied (as he knew the ftyle we 
lived in, and from fome other circumftances) 
lie thought we rather looked for high 
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alliances; but his conduct is exactly the 
fame as it ever was. You owned you were 
(truck with it* and made this remark in 
addition ; that the fame attention from any 
other man would either give him the con-, 
ftrained air of ceremony or over-officiouf- 
nefs ; but that it was all grace in him, and. 
peculiarly his own* 

Again, I have thought that it would not 
fuit him to marry, a woman without. a 
larger fortune than he now expe&s with 
me 5, but then Imuft do him the juftice 
to believe, as a man of honour* he would 
not have ftriven to gain my affe&ions * and 
that he is fole matter of them, I doubt* 
can be no more a fecret to him than it is 
to you. And another thing,., he i$ not an 
ambitious man ; he talks of the dear de- 
lights of domeftic eafe, where one livea 
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the life of reafon, not that of facrificing all 
one's comforts to the whims and caprices 
of the world. His maternal fortune, as I 
may call it, is three thoufand pounds ; his 
living five hundred per ann. and his mo* 
ther's prefent income two hundred a year. 
She is ftill in the prime of life, being but 
juft forty two, and, therefore, may live a 
long while — (he is one of the fweeteft 
tempers in the world, and I am a very 
great favourite with her, which I fliould 
think rather an argument in favour of his 
fixing on me for a wife, as I am Aire he 
would be happy in not feparating from her, 
and fome women would not choofe to have 
a mother-in-law part of her family. With 
my poor three thoufand pounds I cannot 
expett any very great match 5 and from 
the reception he has met with from my fa* 
ther and mother, I am convinced they 
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would not think it an unfuitable One* 
Surelyy wc might live x tbc life of reafon 
lnd happiaefs, if not of grandeur, as be* 
tween us therfc would be feme provifton for 
a family .— Thefe things (as they will fome* 
times occur to me) throw a myftery over 
his: conduct that I c*&Aot deveiopc j but i 
anvfttarful.-of urging an explication of the 
enigma — both becaufe he is upon raaog 
occafitms extremely unFeferved (and the** 
may be family reafcns which keep him for 
th* prefect fitent), and becaufe I dread 
Jofinghi* acquaintance* While L confide* 
him as a friend alone, I may freely enj®f 
his ibciety $ but fhould he be urged' to 
declare his future intentions, I may lofe 
him for 'ever as a friend; and his lofs, I 
town. to. my dear Maria* is an evil I can- 
not anticipate the danger of without the 
otmoflt horror* I .do: not wifli to many* 

and, 



FOR FATHERS. 115 

and, therefore, why feek to interrupt an 
intercourfe produ&ive of the higheft de- 
light to me f 



I never knew him fo lively as he was 
■on that Monday that we paflcd together; 
there was an enjoiiemem about him that day, 
which rendered him wonderfully pleaffng; 
and yet what a chafte delicacy, if I may 
trfe the expreffion, amidft all his gxitti de 
ttrur — The former he has always preferred 
through thi whole of our acquaintance; 
never making the leaft advances towards 
familiarity*-—* ever tender and refpeftful. 
I remember (can I ever forget it ?) the 
ctrcumftance which firft led me to fuppole 
he loved me. Mrs. M 's look dis- 
covered one morning that the houfc was in 
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danger of having been burnt down by care- 
leffnefs, in fome work that had been done to 
a chimney, and which had not been pro- 
perly fecured. At the time we knew of 
it the danger was over ; but had the flames 
got vent in the night, from the fituatiori 
of Mrs- M— — f s chamber and mine, we 
muft have been burnt in our beds. Alfred 
had heard fomething of the ftory, and flew 
to the houfe to be better informed* Mrs. 
M had fome family engagement, 

. and requeued me to give him an account 
of the imminent danger we had efcaped. 
In the courfe of my relation, I faid it was 
a great chance he faw me again, for 
had the Are broke out a few hours fooner 
we muft have periftied. While I pro- 
.nounced the word, he fnatched my hand 
with both his, and carrying, it quickly to 
his lips, impreffed a fervent kifs upon it* 

Hia. 
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His face, which was pale before, from the 
ftock of my ftory, was in that inftant 
crimfoned over. I believe I looked foolifli 
enough, but took no notice of the free- 
dom of the a&ion, and went on with my 
account as well as I could. — From that 
moment, till the end of my life, I have 
devoted that hand to Alfred. 

From the frequency of his vifits to Mrs. 
M— 's, which fhe really encouraged by 
fome means or other, fo that fcarce a day 
pafled without my feeing him -, we infen- 
fibly attached ourfelves to each other j a 
conformity of opinion, a parity of years, 
and many other little namelefs circumftances 
and incidents, contributed to our marking 
out each other as congenial minds. You 

know, fince the affair of Mr. D , I 

had determined againft fuffering my heart 
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to be attached; and I am clearly of opiaion 
had Alfred, in the early part of our ac 
quaintance, profeffed a paflion for me, 
fbould have rejeded it. He took a mor 
effe&ual method ; he ftole into my • afFec 
tions by the mere amiablenefs of his cha 
ra&er ; and the only method he ufed ij 
the art of making love, was, by his ac 
tions to prove how worthy he was o 
being, beloved. He challenged my efteeno 
and interefted my judgment before hi 
alarmed my fenfibility. After the littli 
incident I mentioned, I muft have bee* 
blind not to fee his preference, an< 
I muft have been more than mfenfible no 
to be impreffed by it. I may fay to yoi 
that it is no great triumph to be admirec 
in the prefence of Mrs, M . How- 
ever, let who would be of the party h< 
had neither eye or ears, or hardly a tongm 
3 f° J 
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for any one clfe. His firA letter, , which I 
{hewed you, gave- me a fenf atkxa of de- 
light (though it contained very littie in* 
formation that was new to me ) # which na 
one I ever received : before had excited*. 
but notwithstanding that and every fuc- 
ceedingone has. been tender and affection- 
ate, he has never ftepped beyond the li- 
mitation I gave him of friendfhip. If he 
ever means to be nearer — (I think no con- 
f ncftion can make him dearer to me) it re- 
mains a fecretin his own bofom; let him 
tifc his own difcretion ; I {hall never feek 
an explanation which may, as I faid be- 
fore, deftroy that happinefs I now enjoy, 
and which more than contents me. Whe- 
ther I have contented you, my dear Maria, 
I know not ; but you have, my whole heart 

before you Never {hall it conceal a fen- 

timent from fo true, fo valuable a friend. 

You 
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You poffefs, and have a right to my moll 
unbounded confidence; and to you I can 
write and talk of all that interefts a heart, 
which you, my beloved Maria, and my 
amiable Alfred (hare between you. Adieu. 

Yours ever, 

ELW1NA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Maria to Elwina. 

WHATEVER may be the caufe 
which prevents a more explicit 
conduit in Alfred, I fhall ever regret, my 
beloved Elwina, that it does exift. You 
feem fo thoroughly formed for each others 
happinefs, that I cannot but wifh from my 
foul your union was perfected. Never did 
I fee veneration heightened by fo glowing 
an afFe&ion, as appears in his eyes when he 
beholds you. Oh, fuch ardent gazes muft 
be proofs that he loves to as great a degree, 
Vol. II. G *\ 



*i2 THE SCHOOL 

4s that pafiion can be carried ; and my 
dcarcft Elwina lags not far behind. Hea- 
ven grant I may foon congratulate you 
. both on being more intimately atquainted 
with each other's fentiments. But, my 
Elwina, you have loft much of your 
charming vivacity. On that Monday, in- 
jdeecU you were all alive, for then Alfred 
was with you. You fay you are contented 
—more than Contented. Why then are 
you lefs, cheerful than you ufed to bei For 
your peace of trimd, I hope he will foon 
explain hifnfelf, or 1 fh^ll with— foigive 
itae, Etoma, my lote for you pmcttpes the 
wifh— that yau had never feen him* 

For my owh part* I have nd icfca <>T 
thefe friendfhips between die fe*e&. It is 
not in nature that they fhould be fcble to 
keep within its narrow bounds, though it 

feems 
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feems foeafy to prefcribe them. Should it 
proceed for years, as it Has continued for 
fome months, it would devote you both to 
m life of celibacy; for how. cold mult his 
tows be to any other woman ! and how 
could you ever giyt your hand tp another 
man ? I am not an advocate for declarations 
of paflion being made, till there has been 
fome opportunity given of becoming a little 

. acquainted with the difpofitions of eaqh 
other. Many unhappy marriages are, . I 
am convinced, the confequence of perfons 
being ignorant of the tempers of thofe 
whom they have too fuddenly addreffed. 
But here has been a fufficient length .of 
time; Alfred is too amiable to trifle with 
your.happinefs, and yet he muft be blind 
to his own attra&ioos, and your fenfibility, 

.- . if he fees not that he is the fole objeft of 
G % your 
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.your tendernefs. Alas !. alas ! every thing 

{hews it but too .plainly. . 
< 

I grieve the more, my fweet Elwina, 

becaufe I fee in Alfred the amiable «oun- 
' terpart of your dear fefif. * 

Mr. D was unworthy of you, and 

I am certain he never would have been 
the objeft of your free choice. That you 
even had a good opinion of him was the 
confequence of his deep diflimulation, which 
effe&ually concealed for a long time the 
natural bent of his difpofition. You afted 
nobly throughout the whole bufinefs ; but 
on examination, my dear, you will find 
your pride, more than your fcnfibility, was 
wounded by the deteftion df his prbfli- 
gacy. — I am happy it was (b j you could 
not have acquired fo foon the indifference 

you 



you hate felt for him this long time. The 
match was looked On in a fuitable light 
by yoiir family— !• mean fuitable to their 
wifhes in \point of circumftances. His 
fortune was ihuch fuperior to yours, and I 
know too your delicate mind was gratified, 
by having the (andion of all your friends 
in thg^'difp&fcl of your hand. All this 
operated to infpire a kind of liking for 
Mr. D— — -, which his conduft, as it ap- 
peared- to the face of the world* certainly 
ju&iftfd; .But even while in profpeft he 
had thp. idea of being the hu/band of £1- 
wina, to give way to a licentious paflion 
for fo low a creature as the bar-maid of a 
cofiee-houfe $ it dehafed him beneath every 
thing, but the. contempt with which my 
charming friend treated him, when he could 
not clear himfelf from the charge you 
brought againft him. But tell me, Elwina, 
G 3 is 
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is not the affe&ion you feci for Alfred 
different from that you experienced for Mr. 
D— - ? Could you break this f net Jty ( * n * 
ntftwn with tfctt fironnefs of philofophy 
you did one that was k> near becoming a 
matrimonial one? Yet why (houldlieek 
to probe a heart which you have kid opea 
to my view! It ii unfriendly— it is vngene? 
rous. 

The time will Toon arrive when Alfred 
will be in pofleffion of hrs Jiving ; i£ then, 
he does not make an offer of his hand, 
Blwina, he is not worthy of you* Then 
will my beloved friend promifc me to ex- 
ert all cheftrength of her excellent under* 
ftariding (which I never yet faw equalled), 
to combat an attachment that muft other- 
wife be deftrudtive of her felicity ? Heaven 
fend you may never hate* the fed fortune 

to 



FOR FATHERS. izy 

to endeavour to drive a too beloved image 
from your bofom. But his conduit mull 
very foon be the criterion of his merit, I 
love you too well* my El win a, to bt at 
cafe while your amiable heart is a prey to 
any fufpenfe. 

Ever ycwrs, 

WE ARIA* 



G 4 LET. 
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LETTER. X3tX. 



Elwina to Maria. 

/ ; »* 

<* - fi - . t^i 

" \ T 7 H O M the Lord loveth he chaf- 
* * teneth :" and out of love to 
Elwina does her beloved Maria plant a 
crown of rofes on her head, which, while 
they adorn, certainly wound her temples 
with the thorns. You have forced me to 
examine my heart. You havp conftrained 
me too to make ftridures on Alfred's con- 
du£t. I feel pain from it ; if I have deceived 
myfelf, my error made me happy, and I 
* . v am 
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am weak enough to wifh it could have con- 
tinued to my. life's end* 

I thought, Maria, you knew enough 
of mankind not to be ignorant, that it is 
the worft way in the world to raife people's 
fpirits by telling them they have loft their 
vitfapity* T; have obferved a hundred 
times/ when any perfon has looked grave 
jn company, that on another's obferving it, 
they have funk by degrees into melan- 
choly * whereas/ if they had been left w 
few tn? mites to themfelves, they might havo 
regained their former- good fpirits. But 
when this remark is made, it is natural td 
attempt a vindication from the charge, by 
unmeamftg fmiles> at 'the fame* time that 
the imagination is flying to the heart, ther 
natural featof inquietude, to trace out tfre> 
caufefor dej^difcn fteoling :oa <he N featu^5sj? 
i ■■• G 5 «& 
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and the common rcfult is * confiraincd 
behaviour the reft of the day. 

i So yon have fixed tht criterion of Al- 
fred's merit— may he be able to pais the 
ordeal. 

* Should he prore a delinquent I pro- 
tnife you, my deareft Maria, to do the 
bfcft J can to eftablilb the character of a 
philbfapher* if you will allow me in tho 
veflnltime to.giye. way to the dear delight 
of tfetriking him worthy mymoft tende* 
afft&ions^-Thus then this bargain is 
fettled* ..:...... 

v.i t -y~ • yji: • * : ..... \ . .. : ,:,. ; 

«, You lament my being inaftacc of fufn 
penfe. No> I rather think it is a date of 
exposition* which, is quite a different mat* 
t^umyi defer ; one is fettttJ n*ar th? con* 
/.7i , '., fines 
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fines of defpair* the other is gilded with 
hope. But whatever name it may be cal« 
led by, I feel too much fatisfa&ion in 
it, not to tremble at a change, left it. 
Ihould not be produfiive of an equal (hare 
of bappinefs. 

In the letter he wrote, after fpendtng- 
the day with us, you recoiled he, fays, b* 
never was Jo bafpy in bis life. He cer-; 
thinly <xprefled more affe&ion for roe by, 
words, than ever he had done, and I talk- 
ed with more freedom to* him j but th$ 
c-ondud of both, I am convinced, waft 
a&uated by the fame principle j namely^, 
your being with us: our converfacion 
would not have been fo gallant, had we 
been tiu-b-tete. There is a tender foftneft 
in his addrefs when alone 5 but it is mort 
m his manner than his language ; and for 
G 6, \C\\ 
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His letters-— what (hall I fay of them ! 
They have all the fpirit of love, if they 
aVe not the fexprefs thing itfelf. But you 
obfcrve, he hevkr ftyles himfelf any thing 
Htit my frienfc»Xhe objeft of bis ejieem, &c 9 
When I write to him, I am fometimes forced 
to check my pen, left I fhould exprefs myfelf 
tbtPtrehderly ; and when 1 havefealed my 
letter, I have condemned myfelf for 
having written too nearly the fentiment* 
of my heart, which lafts but till I have- 
agiain perufed his, and then, if I could ftrike 
#>y pen acrofs the word ft tend/hip, and fub- 
ftiwte love, oh> how delightful and ex* 
quifitely tender they would be ! God. 
forgive me, but I have often thought of 

them, as Mr. H ufcd to fay of fame 

of the methodifts hymns ; " Put but the 
* name of Damon in the room of Jefus, 

€C and 



FOR FATHERS, 133 
Cf and they would make the prettied love 
cc fongs in the world." 

Now, my beloved friend, I hope you will 
think my lofs of vivacity purely accident- 
al, and that I (hall badiner with my pen 
as I ufed to do ; and do not attribute it 
fojely to the expe&ation that to-nyorrow 
Alfred is to dine here. I dare fay your 
affe&ionate heart at this line will exclaim, 
• €€ Heaven grant fome incident may arife 

" to induce him to declare his real inten- 

• 
u tions towards Elwina !" My dear Maria, 

fhe wifhes it too ; but that mult all be left 

to chance, I could never plot a fcheme in 

my life on any occafion, much lefs on this 

important bufinefs : Accident may do 

fomething. If he waits for an opportunity, 

I doubt to-morrow will not furnifh him 

with one. For we have other company, 
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and, I dart fay, I (hall not fee him, but 
furrounded with a crowd, which will not 
leave us till after the hour of his depar- 
ture. Mod likely he will not be neaf me 
the whole day ; and at table he will 

Drink to me only with his eyes. 

Thofeeyes ! Good God ! if only friend- 
ship is expreffed by them, who could fuftain 
their effulgence when enlightened by lovej? 
Ohl it would be the ftory of Semele re- 
vived—No mortal could ftand fuch a fire. 

Adieu, my beloved, my true friend. 

I am mod faithfully yours, 

elwina/ 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Alfred to Elwina. 

TT7HO would ever believe it poflible 
* * that the day paffed in Elwina's 
company could be called an unpleafant 
one by Alfred ? But could I be faid to be 
in Elwina's company ? I faw her indeed * 
but furrounded with a crowd of beings 
who Teemed created for no other purpofe 
than to interpofe between me and the moft 
amiable of women. I heard her voice 
too i but it was to others it was directed, 
and had not her friendly eye fometimes 
turned towards the forlorn Alfred, he would 
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have €€ fet like his grandfire cut in ala- 
c< bafter." For heaven's fake, Elwina, op- 
pofe in future thefe oppreflive civilities of 
your good mother in inviting me to parties 
fo little fuited to my tafte. Oh, one day, 
nay, one hour fpent like that happy^Mon- 
day, is better than thoufands fuch as yef- 
terday ! And then that barbarous cuftom 
of the women retiring from thd table, and 
leaving a fct of diflblute or ftupid men 
together. Never let me have the- honour' 
of filling up a place at your table, $hich^ 
fome great man may alpire to, and which 
I have not gujlo enough to enjoy. We are 
eager to copy our neighbours on the con- 
tinent. Why then do we not adopt their 
manners at table ? They have no fep'ara- 
tions immediately after dinner, or rather 
feclufions of the lovely fex. In my own 
family, I am determined to abolifh fb'ab- 
t furd 
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furd and detcftable a cuftom, founded oa . 
Gothicifm, and ignorance. And if I am? 
bled with a companion of fentiments fimi- 
lar to my own, fome little fcbemc may be, 
fixed on, which, 1 doubt not, the majori-. 
ty of the company will prefer, to die mere 
paffing the toad in a dull routing or .noify 
intemperate mirth. I really feel chagrined - 
—I have loft a day, in which I had pro-, 
mifed myfelf much delights and my mor- 
tification is but in proportion to the pleafing 
enjoyment I had anticipated. Indeed it 
was too bad to have heaven in my 
view, with fuch a gulph between. 

:• There was but« one white fpeck of 
good» and that I am grateful for. . I; 
law with what care you guarded mjr 
favourite myrtle from the hands of the 
officious baronet, who methought was full 

of 
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cf confcqucnec from bis new affumed title* 
Can you believe, Elwioa, I (ball ever 
part with the fingle leaf you afterwards 
pi eked from die beloved fhrub, and with a 
look-*-ohf that would have overpaid a 
thoufand ills, gave it into my happy hand ? 
Did you obferve the ktfa I imprinted on it ? 
I hope no one elfe did— -1 blamed myfelf 
afterwards far being fo litd* maftcr of my- 
felf, as to t£t as if I had been alone. 
Sweet pledge of Elwina'? friendfhip and 
efteemj Alfred (hall never loft-thce I How 
ineapreffibly dear to me is every fuch at* 
tention you honour me with t 

When do you go to town for the win- 
ter ? But why do I afk that queftio* i 
No doubt that motion will be regu- 
lated by thofe of the polit* world; Ma. 
M-— — fays, there Is no one to fee in town. 

till 
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till after Chriftmas. Indeed, I think, 
there is very little worth feeing at any 
time, fo partial am I to the country ; and 
yet I wiftj you was to be in town fbon> as 
I fhould oftcner have the happinefsof fee- 
ing you, the diftance being fo much lef- 
lined. I however regard not the ihort* 
nefs of the days* What is darknefs to 
him trhofe mind is illumined with the 
hrightnefs of Elwina's eftcem ? 

But thofe charming days, when fome 
hour of each was embelli(hed by fpending 
it in your fociety at L — — 1 will they not 
return? Oh, Elwina, furely they might. 
Mrs, M— — often regrets your abfence— 
The leaft hint that you (hould like to pafs 
fome time there, would be mod gladly at- 
tended to i why may I not propofe it ? 

Will you do me the honour ef befpeak- 

ing 
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afting differently from me in this particu- 
lar. You have a right to aft according 
to your principles. It tf ould be arrogance 
in me to prefcribe rules for your conduft $ 
and I think circumftances render our fitua- 
tions fo very different; that wkat would be 
reprehenfible in me, b quite the contrary' 
in you. 

I admit Montaigne's (bphtftfy in this 
inftance. Maria and you are but as one, 
and an undue and unuAial referve to her, 
would look like a breidt of frfcfidflnp 
which you have mutually vwred to etth 
other— Though I know her (both from 
obfervaripn, and chara&er, as drawn by 
the elegant pen of the amiable EWtkfe) 
gende and unreproving, . yet I drefcd her 
ftridures. You fee the boldoefs ot 
Alfred, even in his humility. I trull to 
3 the 
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the partial friendfhip you have long fliewn 
me, or fhould I not fear your judgment, in , 
which you are as fuperior as you are in 
every thing elfe tb any perfon I ever yet 
knew ? Shew then every letter (and pray 
let this be one) to our good Maria. Your 
own excellent heart will be more fatisfied 
by doing fo, and I fhall forget that cir- 
Ctimftanee .when I am writing to you. 
What, kideed, can I think of, but the 
dunning objeft to whom I devote my 
jrtfc? but if (he is fatisfied, whofe criti- 
.<i§ii.fieed I fear? I know I frm guilty of 
toacamcits, from the rapidity with which 
I Wite«<+-<One rcafon is, I hardly know 
Uttf e*p*effion in any language which can 
-givfe a pW>per idea of the high fen& I hive 
*C y«ur foperlative merit, or in what de- 
<g*i*t am yours* 

ALFRED. 
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ElTTX* TO Ai PILED. 

I AGREE whfi:?ra— Ifcucfuchftr- 
zz^l doings as wc hid when lift I had 
£? p!eafure of ieeisg too, and will tike 
cart 70s Jhxll not be expofed to fuch mor* 
t:£cations in future. It was rally well 
meant of my mother, and I am fure Al- 
fred thinks fo. There were but few of the 
party that I liked, and fome were quite 
ftrangers to me, among whom was Sir 

Thomas K , whofe honours, as you 

fay, fat rather uneafily upon him* Indeed 
he looks as if they were not made to fit 

him; 
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him ; but he will grow to them in time, 
as fome ceconomical mothers fay when they 
have ordered their fons clothes too large. 
Hang the man ! why take up my paper with 
him ? I really owe him a fpite for his ai- 
med impertinent freedom about the dear 
myrtle. It was owing to Ifabella faying 
unneceffarily, that it was my favourite em* 
ployment to nurfe that little plant. — I hope 
he did not fee what /did, the greeting you 
gave the leaf, haply infenfible of its happi- 
nefi. I admire your delicate remorfe on 
the occaGon $ and fo I do your argument 
about the difference of our (hewing the 
letters each receives ; yet I think' I have 
rather wrung your confeftt from you, than 
obtained it as a free gift. But Maria is 
tnily your friend, and admires your letters, 
though they are not beheld, perhaps, in that 
charming light as if they were addreffed 
Yol.IL H \* 
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to herfel£~So that in fa&you may, place 
more dependence on her praife than mine, 
.and be proportionally fluttered by it. 

My mother requefts me to aflure you, 
lhe (hall think her colleftiori, which you 
dignify with the title of a mufeurift (but 
you are apt to rate p^rfons and things too 
high) very much embelKfhed by any aiv 
tide you think worthy a plade. I am £fod 
flie has taken to be a virtu $ it is a' Very 
innocent and pleafing employrheht for'k 
woman no longer young ; and fhe has afe 
much pleafure and Tatisfaftion in examine 
ing'- a dead moth (fhe would not run a pih 
through it though on any account), as n a 
gay beauty has in fixing on a bnttn-tHfy' 
fuit. She is not yet fo mad in the fcienee 
3s to give up her judgment as hrahjWhrib 
doy who really deceive theirt®Ve$ fd 
4 «- l grcrfs!y, 
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grofslyy that one can but wonder at, and 
pity their credulity, when, with their fo- 
letnn faces, they affert fuch marvellous 
things as (hock one's faith. 

• « • * ' 

I know one of this clafs who (hews a 
dririking glafs 'of a date long before the 
inventfan'oPfuch 'Wflels ; and yet he po^ 
Barely- iriffitam it <co :be a known fad; 
"tfh^easV 'was he m. be aiked the year when 
tte» - : ttrr of making glafs was difcqreredj 
he would accurately tell .you the jpreeife 
time* '• My; brothfcr was, going .one day. to 
refute him oA his ;o'Wa ground^ .but^ved 
his« triumph-* from, indeed,, a principle of 
got>d natute, that it would be cruel to rob 
hint of fq valaaabia a-part bf his coHe&ionj 
ty-4ldfb&yf ng r the antiquity of it, \ 



•Ifdu fcttve promifed to give vil ue to your 
H 2 \Ktfott.» 
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prefent, by inclofing a letter in it ; and 
who knows but fome future virtu in the 
family may (hew it centuries hence, as the 
facred repofitory of letters from the elegant 
Alfred to the faithful Elwina» 

As to the event of leaving our villa i 
as you fuppofe, we fliall be regulated by 
fafhion. My brother, who tells us now 
and then how they proceed in the great 
world, always lets us know thofe matters, 
that we may not run the hazard of making 
him ridiculous by our plebeian fancies. He 
mentioned fome time fince, he wiflied my 
father would take a houfe in another quar- 
ter of the town, as Bedford-fquare was 
ftigmatized with the odious appellation 
of the citizens percb. You would hsM 
laughed— No, you would have becaforry, 
as I was, to have feen the sffeft'it had 
1 in- 
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inftantly on my poor father : c< Pray, fon/* 
faid he, « do look out for a houfe in any 
cc other part you like beft* Indeed I never 
« was very fond of this fituation, but your 
" mother thought it airy/ 1 

" Yes, anfwered the parliament man, 
" and fo it is, compared to Watling-ftrfeet." 
The very found of that dreadful place is 
worfe than the filing of faws> or mar- 
row-bones and cleavers to my father's 
ears, as it is replete with the ideas of 
compting-houfes, ledgers and bills of 
parcels. <c Oh ! fie, fie !* he cries, cc do riot 
cc remind me of my misfortunes." I could 
not help remarking, that a ftranger would 
fuppofehe had appeared in the Gazette, 
inftead of doing honour to the commerce 
of our country, and fupporting with cre- 
dit the glory of our nation in the charafter 
H 3 of 
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of a* fair deal^ .My fether ftiook his 

head, and srtyy- pother, witH; a fneer of 

content, aflpod me, " U I felt an attach- 

(i mem to any Futle fmugrfeeed gro* 

" cer or haberdafher> that I w*£ fo great 

" an advocate for trade ?" I returned for 

anfacr (for. I own I vrifhed to pique him 

a^itrfer;)^ "ft hh*&, an^ tftfrthrwextt to* a* 

"worthy raw^ I ih.wald; pojt rej^,him.bc* 

«5 cwfi|-he f wafr intrad*;. if It? w^onljr out 

*?; of- a principle of gwxitvde for being; ia- 

".debtee} toityr for haying a member o£ 

* parifaipent for my brother." He turn$d> 

upon his-heel, ?nd feid < c i was very fewcjfy 

? but, good company might teach mc bet* 

V.ter/. , Poop Clodio !. how inGgnificaot 

doe$thi$>//tfis pride make us.flaye&appcaj: 1, 

. The Uoufe which Maria's father has 
taken is now nearly put ia rep^ aitflthey 
j will 
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will come. iota, it, before Chriftmas, We 
fljall certainly not go to town before that, 
feftival. I could wifh it, though no more a. 
friend to that place itfelf than you are ; 
but tljefe . fhprt d^yjs an f d> lQ.flg. evenings \ 
fe^ more ap^ety akne^ft, $m\\ rc fie iv £, 
pifftCure hK;fa?wvg you* qn.a^cpwpt; qLxbp: 
l^tfyof th? \Kfay tyd 4a^^fs. I (eel tpp : 
WiJt^jr.^^e^ M^wtj I kwy &<?< 
fuffers extremely from l\e# fear?, 1/eft. a#£ 
accident Ihould happen to her treafure. 
IKj^afXer; ypi) cap -fafa * r/nfe 9Y«r k*. a 
nflfcttting* V&aU hito infinite : fatisfafitintf 

ifcfc J :Wili be:coototf to, view yop * c im 
c i«fy; mind's ^ Horafio," till a moitt 
fkdoofiaUcfeafoii^ < 

'. It witt riot be quite the thing to pay* 

vHfc to Mrs, M ; I could not do it 

H 4 fet 
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for many rcafons, and a very powerful one, 
which I will tell you, is the circumftanc* 
of Maria coming to fettle among us.— • 
She being my particular friend (abftrafted 
from my wifti to have the happinefi 
of her fociety), I could not now leave 
H~~ on any account, without being guil- 
ty of an impropriety, which I know you 
have too much regard for me to wifii.I 
fhould ever incur. 

We may mat, as you fay in one of your 
letters ; and I hope Alfred will not took 
on this as my forbidding our; often meetings 
if fate permit it. Before I go to town 1 
fhall fend home your books 5 I have pe- 
rufed them, and by way of payment for. 
the pleafure they have afforded me, I 
Hull, at the fame time, fend yp\i two 
drawings in chalk, which I have; juft re*- 

ccived 
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ccivcd from the frame makers ; they are 
from the two views which you pointed out 
when Maria was fitting befide us, under 
the oak where we r .dined. t One is a morn- 
ing, the other an evening landscape. 
That they are the produftion of Elwina's 
pencil will, I am convinced, infure them 
a welcome reception from Alfred -, nor 
will they lofc their value by bringing to his 
memory a day, which he has declared was 
one of the bappiefi of bis life* Elwina <;ai* 
only wifli that every day may be masted 
with felicity that is added to the life of 

Alfred. 

I am very fincerely yours* 

ELWINA. 



U $ VSut- 
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LETT E R XXXtll. 



Alfred to El win a. 



AT laft I have an opportunity of fend- 
ing the long talked of box to El- 
wina ; and, perhaps, I fhould have had 
thehappinefs of prefeqting this <c offering 
€ < to the ftirine of friendftiip" in perfon ; 
but from iinfiiflofition, trifling indeed in 
itfelf, but not fo in the eye of a fond 
mother. My amiable friend, I know, will 
pardon my attention to my mother's re- 
queftof not leaving the houfe for a few 
fe - days. 



FOR FATHERS. 155 

4ays. My differ is only a flight forq 
throat: hut 4s. I pi\e$ in .my life was afe 
tacked by a very alarming one, the leaft 
fy mptftixiftf ft ;ittyjp fiWfc fcr^cwAfr bofom 
\ritha ihoviindfcars r .whic^ I aflyrs ^#1* 
4te totaUy grQu&dk&, 



You cannot think how I was flattered 
yefterday by a vifit from your brother Wil- 
liam. Finding me an invalid, he exeufed 

himfelf from returning to Mrs. M 's 

and go$d naturedly paffed the day with 
me, 4* vre are both defigned for the fame 
profeffian, it was natural to fall upon the 
topic of ordination. My time will foorr 
come; bis, from bejng two years younger, is. 
yet at a diftance. I laughed, and told him 
he ihoukl not have the trouble of feekipg 
for a curacy (which appointment is nece£ # 
fary previous to the bejng ordained), as 
f H 6 Vj 
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fey that time I fliould : Have it in my power 
to offer him one* Mr. T — is fo good as 
to name me for his, and of courfe I (hall, 
in his church* deliver my maiden jfermoiw 
I doubt I fhail feel awkward on the occa- 
fion, and, perhaps, acquit myfelf as Ul» 
Thank Heaven there will be no one who 
knows me in that parifh ; and the circum- 
fiance of my being a novitiate will be 
kepcafecret. _ 

And will you do me the favour of ac- 
cepting a lock of hair, when the flowing 
honours of my headixt fomewhat abridged I 
I muft confuk withyQu how it (hall be fct> 
and to what purpofe adapted. 

I muffi return to William once more, 

and tell you how extremely 1 like his cqji- 

verfation. I have a hope that he rather ei*- 

l - tertains 
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tertains a regard for me ; I think his be- 
haviour proved it. He has promifed to 
pafs fome time with me at the reftory. 
Oh, Elwina, my charming friend, I look 
forward to the time of forming my eftab- 
lifhment there with hope, anxiety, and a 
thoufand thoufand trembling expe&ations ; 
either I (hall be happy or miferable, and 
that in the fuperlative degree. The die 
will foon be call which ftamps all my fu- 
ture days with one or other. There is no 
mcdium--I muft be all or nothing. 

Yours ever faithfully, 

ALFRED. 



\J£,*V- 
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(hould efteem my favourite friend. He 
was to fet off from London to Cambridge, 
fo that 1 have not yet heard from him, how 
he liked his vifit; but doubt not fuffi- 
ciently fo to induce him to accept your in- 
vitation to the re&ory. 1 cannot divine 
why the being fixed there is to decide the 
happinefs or mifery of your life. I have 
fometimes faid you were inexplicable; 
but it is no part of friendship to fcek into 
the receffes of another's bofom. I have 
read fomewhere that, " although confi- 
«* dence is the bafis, curiofity is the bane 
u of friendftiip 5 and there are foncie fecrets 
« c too facred even for the bofom of friends 
te fhip." There is more foliditjr inr this 
maxim than in a hundred of Montaigne's. 
Adieu — Heaven fend you health and 
bappincfe in the extreme, fincerely prays 

ELW1NA; 
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I (hall fend this by our gardener, who 
luckily goes up to town this morning, and 
returns in the evening. Spare me the 
tnortificarion of hearing a negative to the 
firft queftion I fliall afk. Need I tell you 
what that will be i If you do not know, 
you have very little fenfibility ; and if you 
fuffer me to be difappointed, I Jhall thiok 
you have kfi friendlhipt 



LEt. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Alfhed to Elwika.' 



• ^..u a,..: i.,u .r.-..i; UC'{ 

I HOPE this fpcedy anfwcr to my 
fair friend will acquit me of thofe 
charges £he threatens to allege againft me : 
charges which, I truft, whatever are my 
imperfe&ions, will never be founded in 
juftice* and then I am convinced Elwina 
will not allow them to have weight in her 
amiable and friendly bofom. 

I have but juft time to inform you of 
my amendment, and I hope in a few days 

to 
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to have the very great happinefs of 
feeing you. Mrs. M has propofed 

paying you a morning vifit before you 

quit H , and has had the goodnefs to 

offer me a feat in her coach. I fhall keep 
her to the text, or I fhall be inclined to 
make unplealant comments on the verfa- 
tility of fome people's principles. 

Am I inexplicable, Elwina ? Would you 
could fee every mov^jpentin mpljeart; 
a heart that knows not how to prize too 
highly all your * excellencies -, but it 
trembles, while-— -Here is the carrier — he 
"cannot wait, Betty'fays. — - 

Adieu ! Adieu 1 

ALFRED. 



Lt^ 
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LETTER XXXVI. 



El win a to Maria* 



My ever dear Maria, 

THOR your infpe&ion I fhall fend yoti 
two letters from Alfred. t wifh 
they may amufe you, and fatisfy yodfc 
generous heart more than they have done 
mine. I wonder what he would hare 
added, had not the abominable carrier 
come in a moment, that you muft allow 
was a very critical one. I fhall not make 
many comments upon them. If you do 

not 
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not come down on Saturday, fend them 
by the poft, that I may lay them in order 
in a beautiful box which he fent me. It 
is really elegant, and 1 doubt has cod: him 
it mint of money. . There is every convex 
nience for writing, and it is furnifhed with 
theneceflary implements* On a flip of 
jpaper he writes thus : 

cc Half the pens I have ftolen, whofe 
fervice I dedicate to my lovely friend. I 
liave fhared a quire of paper too. I hope 
you will find nothing wanting but a knife, 
and that is an interdi&ed prefent; unlefs, 
indeed, I had the mufe of Mr. Bilhop, 
who wrote thofe elegant and tender lines 
to his wife on that fubjeft. If I was fo 
happy, I might be infpired with the fame 
powers." 

I did 
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; 1 did not fit i^t¥k^tdftrtniif(^^ 
till after I had written to him/ which, my 
TCIaria may be certain, I did on the firft 
Ihftaht, as I was anxious to know hOw thd 
ffbbr youths throat went on. 



Do not you think, Maria, in the latter 
end of the letter which I have marked 
Jtfo: i, that be had an opportunity of being 
more explicit ? But the die will Joan U 
tafi that will fix either my bappinefs or 
mferyj whatever it does by his. it will 
Jbe hopunifhment to devote myfelf to 4 
life of ccBbaciy, for whatever are his in- 
tentions, I am firmly determined never tp 
be the wife of any other map. 

But with a new leaf let us change the 
gloomy fubjedt, or I fhall fill the gentle 
bofom of my Maria with a thoufand fan- 
cies 



fifes that'WtflJy ha*e -ho '^iftttice. : I £ive 
not way to fad idfedfr* ;frfit rtfolve to took 
forward to pleafing tprofpefts. You fefe 
ttfifct a phdftfephfefr I am j nfcver tritidqpKC- 
teg evii; ^wd-4*fp6fed to mswthfe Meffings 
to'f life halfway at leath 

VI have* finifhed reading the'bobk* I : had 
ffote'-Li*^-*-, and havtf rtturhfed : thfehi; 1 
Itrraft- tfell you one little trait* bf : your 
feemTs'tftaknefs. Oiie evening I was J read- 
*4ng fbirriebf Fitzdfborrrc's Letters, after 1 
9tod gWfife tip to : mycharriber, and a fmall 
pin dropped Out of my h&tndkerchief be- 
tween the-kaves : j I was juft going to take 
it out ; < f . No," cried I, checking tayfelf, 
<c no, thire thou flialt remain* ; and 'oh : ! 
€€ how bleft fhall I be, if in fome future 
"'time I Ihall again behold thee !" 
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Maria, you know there is but one event 
can make that circumftance poffVble; anal 
Chat I (hall foon know. The time for your 
pafling your judgment will arrive fhortlyv 
But will you recommend me to tear him 
quite from my heart? to fink it into 
the worft of ftates, indiflfcrence ? Oh ! I 
cannot comply j— I cannot pi&ure, to iny* 
felf any thing fo dreadful, as ceafing to 
think of one, who has for fo many 
months engrofied all my affe&ions. I will 
never mention him ; he fhall not be the 
fubjeft of my letters. But, Maria, y0u 
muft not, indeed you muft not, forbid my 
thinking of him. Why have I conjured 
up fuch terrific ideas ? He will} I know 
he will, be every thing we wifh him. 

Did I tell you, the laft time I faw him 
was when we had a large and difagreeable 

party 
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party to dinner ? no, I remember I wrote 
to you the day before I expefted him. It 
proved* as I fuppofed it would, by no 
means pleafant to him. Yefterday we had 
the fame fet, Alfred excepted. Thefe 
politicians are not fo dee£, but they may 
be fathomed even by a young female. I 
have difcovered one of their fecrets ; and, 
though I think it rather againft the ftate, 
I (hall not fcruple to inform you of it. 
You know, Maria, by anew and neceflary 
arrangement, a contraftor cannot fit in the 
Houfe ; fo my poor father is to be. the 
often fible perfon, in a contract for furnifh- 
ing the army with fome certain provisions, 
while Sir Thomas K— — — , and my bro- 
ther will fhare the greateft part of the pro- 
fit. I hate thefe under-hand doings* 
thefe, I think, cannot be called pious 
frauds. 

Vol. II. I iVjfcwr 
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I know not how it is, but I have taken 
an invincible prejudice againft this Baro- 
net ; I think he has in a great meafure 
perverted the principles of my brother. 
It is not poflible, that one man can always 
be in the right: but now my .brother votes 
ccnftantly with the minifter t and obeys 
his fummons as readily as if every thing 
depended on his obedience : indeed, poor 
man, he is obliged to ftrain every nerve to 
keep himfelf in his feat. Heaven knows 
whether it be better for our poor dxftra&ed 
country, that he fhould remain at the 
helm or not. But I wifh for peace and 
quietnefs. 

Alfred has acquired great credit with 
my mother, by fending her fome natural 
curiofities. You would have been de- 
lighted to have fcen her happy counte- 
nance, 
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nance, while fhe was examining them, ond 
by one, through her fpeftacles. They are 
really beautiful $ fome of them being 
pebbles that exhibit almoft a regular 
landfcape. I have taken two or three 
draughts from their defigns ; which I (hall 
fend perhaps one day or other to Alfred 5 
if not, they will remain locked up from 
mortal eye. 

Heaven blefc you, mydeareft Maria, 
1 am ever moft affe&ionately yours, 

ELWINA. 



I 2 LET* 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



To the fame* 

YOU faid a declaration of love would 
be the criterion .by which you 
fhould judge of merit. I have then a 
formal declaration to fend you of- that 
fublime paffion ; if yon confider the per- 
sons and fentiments of the infprer or in- 
Jpired, you will be better enabled to 
judge how delighted your friend was on 
the occafion. It is a pity I cannot keep 
you in fufpenfe a little longer ; but the 
fecret muft (hew itfelf. It was not Al- 
6 fredi 
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(red, my dear; " Oh no," as Scrub fays, 
"clear another fort of man/' What do 
ymi think of the great Sir Thomas 

K ? « Aye/' you cry, "fits the 

u wind in that quarter ?" It is an ill wind 
indeed that blows good to none ; and I 
doubt this will prove fuch an one* 

Certainly no furprifc could equal mine ; 
no, not more if my amiable friend had 
quitted that chara&er to affume the lover; 
though then my delight would have been 
fomewhat greater. But for the declaration $ 
it was fo much in my own way too, that 
it was particularly delightful on that ac- 
count. 

He called this morning, and my mo- 
ther difplayed to him her collection, which 
he has as much tafte for, as I have for 
I 3 him v 
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him, or you for a cricket match. How- 
ever the courtier was all admiration, and 
approbation : and then he Begged' to look 
at the confervatory $ which I, €€ nothing 
** loth," not conceivingthe political defign. 
of the Baronet, very good-humouredly 
offered to fhew him. While we were ex- 
amining the different plants ; and I was 
very buly in ** (hewing the lions," he 
ftppped me in the midft of my defcription 
of the night-blowing Cereus, by fnatch- 
ing the hand /acrid to Alfred* and* pref- 
fing it with vehemence to his lips, uttered 
thofe words, which I think no mufic could 
make harmonious to my ears $ no- hardly, 
if proceeding from the mouth of Alfred 
himfelf s " you are a fweet girl* and I lave 
"you." 

I drew 
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I drew my hand away, and looked at him 
with all the aftoni foment that really feized 
me. 

€C You feem furprifed, my dear Mift 
« B ■ ," again offering t6 take my 
hand. 

* I am not a little fo indeed," I anfweredj 
" at your being poflefled of fuch penetra- 
cc rion to difcover already qualities in me 
<c to juftify your partiality in my favour, 
fC and the fudden avowal of it." 

" Oh ! I faw your amiable difpofition 
cc in a moment j and, as I had eyes, I faw 
« « too your lovely perfon. 1 fixed in my own 
u mind, that I would never have any other 
« woman for my wife, the firfl: time I was 
€€ in your company." 

I 4 "You 
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t€ You do mc a great deal of honour, 
"Sjr Thomas, but"— "You make 
€C me the happieft of men ! 1 have not a 
fC doubt of your father's concurrence; and 
€C my rent- foil will fatisfy any views he 
" may have for you in the article of fettle- 
« ment/' 

« This is proceeding too faft, Sir Tho- 
«*mas; there is fomethlng elfe neceffary 
< c to be fettled firft. That I wasfurprifed 
es at your abrupt declaration, you plainly 
"faw$ but I am not dazzled by thfc 
u fplendid eftablifliment you offer 
4t me. I hope- the rcfolutlon you made 
fc of having no other wife, will laft nd 
« longer than till I aflure you that 
ci honour can never be mine. Unpre- 
" pared as you have found me, I truft 
" you will have the goodnefs to excuf e 

cc the 



FOR FATHERS. 177 

" the freedom and fincerity which I haye 
" ufed in declining your generous ofrer. 
<c There are many, and very amiable 
" women, who may add fcnfibility to the 
" reft of their charms $ without which I 
" am convinced you could receive no 
" pleafure in a connection for life. Your 
" acquaintance with me (for this is only 
" the fourth time I have had the honour 
" offering you) is too (hort to have made 
" the impreffion (though perhaps a livc- 
* c ly) a very deep one % therefore, the re- 
" linquifhing an idea, fo lately taken up^ 
" and upon no foundation neither, I hope 
iC will not be a very difficult tafk*" 

« 
You fee, Maria, by the tenor of ny 

Ipeech, I could not help bantering ; but 
he, with his wonderful penetration, ; dif- 
covercd it not : He began a kind of' ha- 
■ *"• I 5 x*&^\^ 
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rangue which all rejtdtecT lovers of his cte- 
fcription ufe * and which I (hall neither 
punifh you or myfelf by repeating; it 
concluded too as ufual, complaining of 
cruelty and hardftiips, and* 1 trufting much 
to time, aflidukyi perfeverance, and a 
' doleful &c. My replication too was quite 
'in rule ; and fuch as has been ufed, time 
out of mind, by all hard-hearted damfels, 
whofe affeffcions are pre-engaged. Row- 
* ever, that was a fecret which I did not 
think my new flave'intitled to be informed 
of* and indeed there was a felf-fufficiency 
ahd confequence in his manner,- that by 
no means hid me under the neceffity of 
foftening my fentence, by gently hihting 
that • 



Had I earlier fcnown thy matchkfs wortb> 
Thou excellent young man, &c. 



Qfc 
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«Oh,; to be furc I would have made fuch a 
fpeech ! Not I, believe me : no, I only 
wiflied him better fuccefs y and as a friend, 
advifed him never to fubje£t himfelf to a 
fimilar difappointment in future; but to 
truft more tQ judgment than fancy. . At 
leaft that was the fubftance of my con- 
cluding argument, though I drefled it up 
with all the grace and elegance I could, as 
lied him towards the houfej where he 
ftaid but a little time, and then took his 
leave, with a fmall abatement of that 
happy arrogance he generally affumes 
on mod occafions. 

Now you muff know, I dare not fay a 
word about this at home : I hope to hea- 
ven he will not to 'my bi other. I fhould 
think he would have no great gufto for re- 
counting his difcomfiture. 

"■■••• 1 • « • 

I 6 \*scv> 
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I am convinced my dear Maria is 
thoroughly aflured I (hould have had 
grace to refufe Sir Thomas, if fiich a 
man as Alfred had never been called into 
exiftcnce. And I am aflured too, that you 
would have condemned me, had I fuffered 
a difengaged heart to be dazzled with his 
title and fortune. You know his charac- 
ter even better than I do. And with all 
my penetration, I cannot difcover one efti- 
mable quality he is poflefled of. But yet, 
I fear, he would have many attra&ing 
ones in the eyes of my family ; particular- 
ly that part of it who are too much in- 
clined to facrifice to pomp and fplendour 
all thofe dear, little comforts fo neceflary 
to happinefs. — I fancy my friend Alfred, 
though he wiflies me fo well, would not 
ke very well pleafed at fuch an eftabliih- 
meot for me. I havtj a prefentiment 

the 
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the truth of the old fong would then be 
proved $ 

That friendship with woman, is fitter to love* 

If it is not the very thing itfelf. 

Confefs now, my dear Maria, that the 
Continuation of my letter has difappointed 
the hope I raifed in the beginning. Oh ! 
if that bled event had happened, I ques- 
tion whether the tranfport of my heart 
would have allowed me ftrength to have 
made a calm relation of the /aid he's 
and /aid fs. In the language of Clariffa 
Harlowe, and the reft of the novel Miffes, 
I muft have waited cc for quieter fingers •" 
as I fuppofe I fhould, according to an- 
cient cuftom, have trembled like one of 
the fliaking Mandarins on an old-fafhioned 
chimney-piece. 

Adieu ! moft truly yours. 
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LETTER XXXVIII, 



Elwina to Alfred. 

I WOULD not return my amiable 
friend's books without a, letter $ - not 
to apologize for having \kept. them fo 
long j the terms we are upon, I hope, 
renders fuch format bufinefs unneceffary ; 
but to inquire whetf Mrs, M — r~. means 
to take this airing' that you. flattered 
me with an age ago* and whieh, if 
not put into' execution loon, will - be de- 
layed too long, as we go up to town 
fconer than we intended. Pray ufe.all 
your rhetoric on this occafion, as I look 

back 
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back over fo many worfc than blank 
leaves in my pocket book, that my fpirits 
are lowered by it. 

Our Maria is now fixed in her habita- 
tion; and r have the happinefs of feeing 
her excellent father much improved in 
his looks. I laugh and tell him, that tra- 
velling has improved him wonderfully, and 
that I believe I fhall become Maria's 
mamma. He has often declared he would 
never give her another, if I rcfufed him. 
But whether I am at liberty or not I cannot 
abfolutely determine y fori muft tell you a 
very important piece of news, which, as my 
friend, I am fure you will be much inter- 
eftedin: 1 have received a mod fplen- 
did dffer from your acquaintance Sir 

Thomas K- . " Only think of that, 

« Mafter Brook !" fuch fettlements,! Oh! 
3 ^kvh^v 
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enough to turn the heads of half the girls 
in the kingdom. But for the ftquel of 
the ftory, I muft refer yOu to my next * 
for I have not time now to allure you 
how much I am, &c. 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Alfred to Elwina, 

OH, Elwina* what have you done? 
and what will become of the 
wretched Alfred, whofe misfortunes are 
falling quick upon him ! In one fatal day 
his worldly and mental profpefts are 
clouded over : they are blafted for ever ! 
Elwina, I am a beggar ! Ever unworthy 
of the honour and happincfs to which I 
afpired, I but the moment before I re- 
ceived your letter, which has fealed my 
doom— I had but the moment before juft 
^itfejpgth of mind enough to rejoice that I 

had* 
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had, though fo painfully, placed a pad- 
lock on my lips, and never told you 
how dear, how inexpreflibly dear, you 
were to my fond heart, which might have 
prevailed on you to pity me, and perhaps 
generoufly have promifed you would one 
day be mine. Now, Elwlna ! dear; much 
loved Elwina, you are free from every en- 
gagement, JMay yop be bleftI^Aact.1 
add to that, prayer, which comes wittafifc- 
cerity from my burfting: heart, may Al- 
fred; never, by making his naifcries known, 
interrupt your happinef&L; 

. " *- ■".'.•.- !j :•.-.;.; s- . 
' Now does the curfe of my grandfirc be* 
gin to operate. I never .felt it till nf>w ; 
it never fell upon me till thisl wretched 

dayi : • f ••. 

i » 

Ian* 
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I am diftradted ! I know not what I 
write, or for what purpofe I You will not 
be able to uadcrftand my meaning. Dr. 
Taylor has refufed to refign the rec- 
tory to me ; I have had counfel on the 
matter, but find there is no redrefs, as I 
am not in pofleffion of any written agree- 
ment between Mr. Nelfon and him. In- 
deed it is his own defence* that there never 
was one ; and the heirs of Mr. Nelfon dif- 
claim their knowledge of any fuch docu- 
ment being found among his papers. But 
oh ! Elwina, what is the lofs of worldly 
wealth to him who has loft every thing in 
lofing her whom his foul adored ? Fond, 
foolifh, felf-deceived heart I why didft 
thou give thyfelf up to the flattering hope 
that thou hadft fufficient intereft in the 
bofom of the almoft divine Elwina, to pre- 
vent her giving thee up for another : and 

that 
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that one fo very unworthy bf her ! But, 
alas! who is worthy of her? Am I, an 
t>utcaft — a beggar ! I will fly from you j 
you fhall never more fee or hear from the 
wretched, ruined, loft 

ALFRED. 



LET- 
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LETTER XL. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

fT^OO credulous; too apprehenfive 
-*• Alfred ! Is Elwina a woman to be- 
llow her hand without her heart ? And is 
flie yet fo little known to you ? Oh ! do 
her more juftice : do yourfelf more juftice. 
Has then infenfibility marked her brow, 
that you could not read her fentiments of 
Alfred ? Or have my letters been fo cold 
as to create a doubt that he did not po£* 
fefs, indeed all the intereft he could wiih 
in Elwina's heart ? 

Could but my Alfred : yes, though un«* 
authorized, I will yet call you fo -, could 
but my Alfred have feen the agitation of 
my bofom, on reading his dear melancholy, 
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and half-diftra&ed letter, he would yet find 
this comfort cling round his wretched 
heart, that the world contains not a be- 
ing half fo dear to me as Alfred. Why 
muft the real fentiments of our hearts be 
made known to each other at fuch a fed* 
moment, but to cheer us in this reverfe of 
fortune ? Oh ! then if it is any confola- 
tion to the moft amiable, moll efteemed 
(away with the inexpreflive term, we have 
ufed it too long), the moft loved of men, 
allure, yourfelf the hand of Elwina ihail 
never be given to any other man thau 
Alfred.* 

I hate my 4evity in having written in fo 
trifling a manfier of the offer from the<ever- 
detefted Sir Thomas K But you 

know you always talked of friendfhip 
alone ; and I could not refill a little fe« 

male 
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male folly, which has torn the heartftrings 
of a man who is the only one of his fex 
that is -dear and eftimable to me ! I fent 
for my dear Maria, and have got the let- 
ter I wrote to her on the fubje£t of this 
offer j it will proye to you how dear Al- 
fred is to me. 

Be not then caft down, my excellent, 
my more than friend : we are yet young, 
and fortune may do fomething for us. 
At lead: let us have the happineft of 
cheri&ing the idea, that we were born to 
form each other's felicity j and that many 
years will not elapfe before that period ar- 
rives when our hopes may be accomplifh- 
ed. What are riches compared to happi- 
mefs; the happinefs which I feel (to the 
exclufion of every care) of being beloved 
by Alfred ! 
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LETTER XU. 

Alfred to Elwina. 

MISFORTUNES falling fo thick 
upon me, certainly bereft me 
of my fenfes, or I fhould not have 
dared to write to the moft adored of wo- 
men in fuch a ftyle. But reafon and re- 
flection have reftored me. Yes, my he- 
loved Elwina, thy Alfred fhall never 
take a bafe advantage of your angelic good- 
nefs; nor fteal into your gentle affe&iens, 
to betray you to mifery. . I can fupport 
my own fhate of wretchedneft; . but wito 
fhall give me ftrength to bear that which, 
I Ihould excite in her, who is dearer to- 
me than the vital air I breathe? § How 

fhall 
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(hall I ever repay, even a part of the 
obligation I owe you ? Oh ! am I then 
fo bleft as to be beloved by Elwina ! Will 
not that dear confideration repay every 
unfortunate event in my life, with double 
and treble fatisfa&ion ? Moft afluredly it 
ought, and will, when I can fufficiently re- 
gulate my defires by the rules of prudence. 

Am 1 not punifhed, my Elwina, for my 
too eager wiflies after a competency, fuch 
as might authorize me to offer my hand to 
the lovelieft of her fex ? I looked forward 
to the time, which would put me in poffef- 
fion of fuch a competency, as if there was 
no other objedt in the world. It is taken 
from me, and all my fond hopes, too 
much indulged hopes, are over-blown 
for ever ! My dear mother too : Oh ! El- 
wina, how would you pity her ! The dif- 

Vol. II. K fe^ytttX.- 
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appointment of her darling fon fits more 
heavily on her heart than any thing Jhe 
has yet experienced. Affe&ions grew 
proportionably ftronger (as weighty bo- 
dies increafe in ponderofity), as they de- 
fcend; Her love for me is of the moft 
exquifite kind ; as every relative duty and 
affc&ion centres in me alone* All 1 can 
fay on the occalion (for I have not words 
to defcribe what we felt), is that my diftrefs 
could only be equalled by hers. She has 
been driving ever fince n> obtain my con- 
fent in order for the difpofol of her fe- 
cond annuity. But I have folemnly fworn 
if flie does, fo far from availing myfelf of 
her miftaken generofity, I will feek out 
fome means of living, where fhe flxall 
never hear from me. 

Oh I 
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Oft ! my Elwina, I have been obligedt 
to talk in this ofutt and unfilial manner 
to the beft of mothers, to prevent hef re- 
ducing herfelf to beggary, that Hie might 
add a few more comforts to my life, 
which would be for ever embittered with 
the refle&ion of fuffering a parent, like 
the pelican, to tear away her vitals to fup- 
port me! 

- 1 cannot yet form any plan for my fu- 
ture cftabliihment, or how I (hall improve 
the fmgle talent placed in my hands : 
only this I am determined upon, not to 
enter the pale of the church. 

I may now venture to tell you, what I 

before would fcarce whifper to myfelf, 

that had I bcen^ allowed a choice, the 

K 2 gowp 



i 9 6 THE SCHOOL 

gown would never have been the ele&ion 
of my heart. Yet, I truft, I fhould have 
done my duty, though prefied into the 
fervice, as well as if I had been a volun- 
teer. Happily, both from education and 
natural principles, befides having good 
examples and excellent precepts, I ftiould 
not have found the talk a difficult one which 
had been allotted for me, by thofe who 
had a right to fettle me as they pleafed. I 
could eafily have conformed to all the 
ordinances of the church, and was re- 
folved to do credit to the chara&er . of a 
parifh prieft. But the cafe is entirely 
changed. My whole profpedt now is 
bounded by the pofieffion of a country 
curacy of perhaps forty pounds a year, in 
a diftant village ; where no fociety, con- 
genial to the fphere of life I have been 
accuftomed to, can be procured, but 

at 
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at the cxpence of my probity and princn 
pies: I now and then might be admitted 
to * great Tquire's table, to liften, if I did 
not join in licentious difcourfe and illibe- 
ral reflections. No, Elwina, the man who 
once afpired to the dear delight of calling 
you by the fondeft and tendered of all 
titles, (hall never thus debafe himielf! 
I am but juft in the prime of youth j the 
World is all before me ; the field of glory 
is open ; my country calls for the exertion 
of her fons ! In the vineyard. of the Lord, 
there are too many ufelefs labourers already; 
Alfred (hall not add to the number. 

But whither has the exuberance of my 
fancy carried me ? How much beyond 
the a fober limitations of reafon ! Can I, 
in ipurfuit of the vifionary fcheme my 
imagination was this moment filled with, 
'I . K 3 s^^ 
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can I trample over the dying bofom of 
my honoured, my only parent ? And can 
I be infenfible to the horror which feifced 
her when I even hinted my predile£tioi> 
for arms ? Unhappy Alfred, every way ! 

4 

What fhall I then turn my thoughts to ? 
Perhaps time may (often the terrors which 
at prefent feem fo dreadful to my mo- 
ther's feelings : I muft not, however, -de- 
cide at prefent* Let me then quit ail 
cpnfideration of to-morrow, and look up 
to my angelic Elwina ; and in contempla- 
tion of her excellence and fweetnefs, lofe 
all refle&ion, but that one, that I .am xicar. 
to her. How exquifitely kind to fend me 
thofe two k$tef$fpu.had'iib lately written 
to our Maria \ What confolation to my 
almoft broken heart ! Gh, Maria, kind and 
tender Maria, foothe aH the forrows (hat 
invade the heart of my gentle low ! So 

may 
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may thy bofom never know a grief or feel 
a misfortune, in the thoufandth degree 
equal to thofe, which in fpite of reafon 3 re- 
ligion and philofophy, at this moment 
tear the hcartftrings of 

ALFRED. 



K 4 LET 
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LETTER XLIL 



Elwjka to Alfred. 



T HARDLY know in what words to 
-*• addrefs my Alfred, that may have the 
happy means of foothing to peace his care- 
fhaken bofom. But I will not have you 
defpair, my moft excellent friend. Surely 
fome path may be ftruck into, from whence 
you will yet find a profpeft which leads to 
happinefs. 

What is grandeur, what are riches ? Do 

we fee the pofTeffors happy ? No, my Al- 

Ik fred, 
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frcd, their cares and anxieties are draw- 
backs on their felicity, and which thofe 
who live in a middle ftate are not liable to* 
Thefe obfervations are fo common, that 
you muft have made them often. Yet, 
perhaps, now you fee yourfelf deprived of 
a more than comfortable fubfiftence, like 
fummer friends, they fly from you— Oh, 
that thy Elw.ina had a fortune to prove 
to her heart's chofen how dear he is to her ! 
Alas,, fhe has no other way than by 
words, which even the infincere may ufe, 
to convince her t Alfred how much fhe is 
devoted to him. But he knows he may 
rely upon her. Yes, that convi<5tion 
fupports me. My faith, my truth are 
yours, and whatever is your ftation in life,. 
I fwear to fliare it ! % - 

How much do I lament (and Heaven 
K 5 ^tx 
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grant we have not caufe to regret it for 
ever !) that my Alfred's timidity prevented 
him from making a declaration of the 
love he bore Elwina fome time fince to my 
father. Your profpeft of future eftablifh- 
ment, and the growing partiality I was 
delighted to behold in almoft each part of 
my family towards you, would have Effi- 
ciently operated in our favour, to have 
obtained his confent for an union. Then, 
from a fenfeof honour, my father would have 
ratified an agreement, which now I almoft 
fear, from prudential motives, he would re- 
fctfc to your requeft. But he will be con- 
tent with a negative voice -, and I ihall 
never be tired of repeating, that I will 
never be the wife of any other than 
Alfred, /> 

The perfuafion that we were born for 
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each .other is all that keeps hope alive. 
And if our union fhould aot be per- 
feefbed intbis world, the Being that form* 
cd our congenial Jbtils, w$H proportion our 
joys in hcare» to thofe <we fliail raifi op 
earth. Will not this te1lz&kw>qsawtsj ibme 
confolation to the bofom of Alfred ? I be- 
feech you to let it have weight with you, 
to enable you jtp, bear up againftthis trial 
of your conftancy . Confider it in no other 
light than that it will ferve to prove ^ the 
ftrength of our affe&ion, and that we mall 
be rewarded at Jaft. I am determined to 
purfue the do&rine I teach, and will re- 

; .VVj" 

fume my former vivacity that I may in* 
creafe yours. 

* Shall I not loon have the happinefs of 
jfaring you in Bedford Square ? We go thi- 
ther the end of the week 5 or fhould you 
K 6 \*« 
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like better to come here? Why fhould 
the reverfe of fortune caufe any alteration 
in your conduit ? 1 truft you will find no 
difference in the behaviour of your ac- 
quaintance, Or thofe you have honoured 
with the appellation of your friends. 

Our kind Maria has been every thing 

your affeftionate heart could wifh her. 

She has been a fecond Alfred for tender- 

nefs. "Oh, that we were all together !* In 

io fweet a fociety I fhould forget there was 

■ ♦*/ 
any thing wanting ; or rather what could be 

wanting to conftitute the happiriefs of your 

ever faithful, ever affe&ionate 

EL WIN A. 



^ 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Elwina to Maria. 

Bedford Square. 
\ yTY deareft Maria, I have once more 
■*•*■*• feen the moft beloved of the fonsof 
men. He came this rmrfning — my mo- 
ther was from home ; and as he only afked 
for her and me, he was (hewn into the 
little drawing room. Oh, how my heart 
fluttered when James told me who was be- 
low. However, by waiting I could not 
have gained more compofure, and I flew 
down as fad as I could, not ftaying for the 
form of being announced, left the fervant 
flibuld obferve more than I wi(hed. Oh ! 
good God, how did I find him altered ! 
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Maria, your gentle heart would have 
melted, had you feen the havock grief had 
made io his fwtet face, i held out my 
hand j for the world I could not fpeak. 
He preffed it to his lips, and I felt his tears 
drop upon it. I endeavoured to extraft 
courage from his weaknefs, and as I led 
him to a feat, teoderiy chid him for giv- 
ing way to griefs when he fhould,like me, 
k^ forward tp&irerprofpefts, and enjoy 
the prefent moment, which had given us 
she felicity of feeing -each other uninter- 
rupted. " How will ypur dear mother, - 
"how can your Elwina, be able to fup* 
<c port this excefs of melancholy in their 
*« equally bdeved Alfred i" Alas ! the 
more I ftrove to cheer him, the left 
effed itfcemed to have; and if J had not 
exerted all the ftresgth I had f J Should 
have followed his example. But J knew it 

waa 
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was not a" time to wafte in unavailing tears. 
With as much firmnefi as I could muftei^, 
I faid to him, after fome paufe, " Alfred, 
w what would you have me do? I liope 
c< and believe 1 may truft your honour and 
" affe&ioh as guardians of mine. I have 
c< by my pen, and I now with my lips at- 
" teft Heaven to liften to my facred vow of 
a being yours alone. I have faid f will 
cc fhare your fortunes let them be what 
" they may. Every thing but difhonour 
u and dilgrace, which your conduft will 
€€ never expofe me to, I will brave with 
" courage for your fake. What is there 
cc confident with innocence, which Elwina 
" would not do to reftore peaee to the 
"wounded bofomof her amiable Alfred f" 

4€ Oh ! cried he, I ought rather to wMx 
" you had never fecn me $ had it not been 

"to* 
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" for me, my Elwina would not have had 
" caufe for fhedding fuch precious tears, 
" which contradidt the femblancc of forti- 
cf tude Ihe kindly afiumes to fupport me. 
cc Believe me, moft adored Elwina, the 
cc bitter refleftion that my misfortunes 
" are ihared with you and my beloved 
Cf mother, fo far from leflening, only 
" fharpens the arrow of adverfity, and 
" makes grief rankle deeper in my bofom. 
<c Why am I doomed to give anguifh to 
<€ thofe fo dear to me ? It is there I feel 
« c myfelf weak — weaker than the weakeft 
c< woman/* 

I affured him no circumftance fhould 
ever have power to make me: ceafe blef- 
fing the hour that firft brought me ac- 
quainted with his worth. And that he 
might reft fatisfied, that the firft moment 
tab : vfhieh 



FOR FATHERS. 209 
which made me miftrcfs of myfelf, Ihould 
unite me to him if he fhould then re- 
queft it, 

cc Good God ! he exclaimed, how Ihould 
" I dare to accept your lovely handj and 
€€ draw down ruin and poverty upon you ! 
" No, Elwina> I am not yet fo loft to' a 
u fenfe of honour. My purpofe is— how 
" ffiall I fpealc it?-^to abfclve you frotti 
cc your fatal tooraMk vbw." Herofe and 
went to the window; his voice wasalmoft 
.choked with fobs ; I was too much over- 
come to articulate a vroid. After a minute 
or two he a; little recovered hirafelf/and 
ftrove to attain a degree of compofurej 
then coming up to me, and taking my 
hand, cc My amiable Elwina," faid he, "a 
c * corifcioufnefs of a&ing right will fup- 
"port us through every exigence. I, alas ! 
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" Alfred be paid at, any other fhrine thart 
" where he firft offered them — You are 
" my firft, my laft, my only love. No- 
" thing fhall ever fevtfr you from my heart: 
" it is devoted to you for ever. But I 
" have no other method of proving my- 
" felf worthy of the high honour 1 once 
" afpired to, than* thus convincing you 
" your happinefs and welfare is dearer to 
" me than my own." 



:'j .'. 



"There can be no happinefs— -I can 
" wifh for none, which you do hot (hare. 
" Let'me have ftill the comfort of cherifh- 
" ing my tendernefs for you. '. Do not-ren- 
" der me miferable by urging me to give 
cc you up,_ I. will not take any ftep. that 
" even the hard-judging world would 4 .caH 
Cf imprudent. I will not aft againft my 
" duty to my parents. Be you not then 

cc more 



L 
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" more fcvere than they would be. They 
« would not rcftrain my thoughts and 
cc wiflies j nor will my amiable Alfred do 
cc fo when he is convinced, which, furely, 
<c he muft be, that all my happinefs de- 
u pends on the hope of being one day his, 
cc or at lead of preferving his image facred 
" in my bofom till I defcend into my 
"grave." 

I gained my caufe at laft, my dear Ma- 
ria, and I am certain fent my Alfred away 
much more at eafe (notwithftanding the 
philofophical ' and unnatural plan he fet 
out upon was intirely overthrown) than he 
tfas been for fome time paft. 

* I would not part with him, till he had 

. promifed to dine with us one day next 

week 1 1 wilh to fee how he is received. I rc- 
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peat to you as I wrote to him* I Jhafr 
never ceafe regretting hi* backwardnefs* 
Had he been received as a lover fome 
months Gnce, I know my father has fuch 
a fenfe of honour, he would not have 
thought the alteration in Alfred's circum- 
ftances a fuflicient plea for a breach of 
promife, and then fome intereft might have" 
been employed, which perhaps wOuldhavc 
brought this unjuft Dr. Taylor to terms 
of compromife at leaft. 

I have intreated Alfred to talk the mat- 
ter over to my father. Not of our affec- 
tion, Maria, but of this treacherous bufi- 
nefs. No, that other muft reft, at leaft 
for a good while. Well — -we are young— 
and ten years hence we (hall not be old* 
Oh, how fwiftly would ten years glide 
away, if I was certain I fhould fpend the 
remainder of my life with Alfred ! 

4. k^** 
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After dinner I told my mother who had 
called and left a compliment for her. She ' 
inquired very kindly after his health. My 
father too fpoke very good-naturedly of 
his difappointment, and aflced me what 
plan he had fixed on: I replied, I had 
taken the liberty of afluring him our fa- 
mily would be happy in his company one 
day at dinner, which he accepted, and fa id 
he fhould be happy in having an opportu- 
nity of confulting with Mr. — *— *— on that 
fubjea. 

" What does he fuppofe my father can 
" do ?" afked my brother, 

" The advice of a perfon who has ften 
€€ the world," I anfwered, " can never be 
<c unacceptable to a young man who would' 
€s be happy in following it." 

" Aye, 
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" Aye, aye, faid my father, he is right ; 
•' I (hall be glad to fee him at all times." 

I could have kitted him out of mere 
gratitude, and my poor heart felt lighter 
the remainder of the daty, which has en- 
abled me to fit up to a late hour, in order 
to give you an account of our melancholy 
conference. 

Adieu, my beloved Maria, If your 
wifhes could fucceed for us, I am well af- 
fured we fhould be the happicft, as we will 
(I am determined on my fide at lead) be 
the moflf faithful pair in the world. 

Yours mod fincerely, 

ELWINA. 



LET 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Alfred to ElwinX. 

XT THAT became of all my ftoicifm 
* ^ and refolution, which I bore with 
fo much anguifh to Bedford Square ? Be- 
fore the lovely El win a, they were quickly 
loft. No, my adorable girl, I was no 
longer able to oppofe your generofity > and 
I Tcel fo much happier than I did yefter- 
day, that I am almofl: inclined to think 
you haVe taken the wifer part. 

My dear mother obferved with pleafure 
how much better I looked when I returned,, 
than I did when I quitted her this morning.* 
Elwina, you are hardly dearer to me than. 
you are to her : (he fays (and, oh ! may 
(he be prophetic) "that fuch. love and 

Vol. II. L " con- 
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" conftancy as yours muft be rewarded ;" 
and her partial affe&ion thanks no one fo 
.qualified tojreward it as the highly-honoured 
Alfred, 

I will certainly dine with you nextJWLon- 
day, if you on mature deliberation forbid 
it not, Mrs. Nf— is fo good as to lay 
(he will take me in her hand * and, I think, 
it will be a relief to have her countenance 
the firft time the humbled Alfred ap- 
proaches your father and mother. 

Oh, my beloved, when I. few the ele- 
gance and fplcndour of your houfe, how 
my poor heart funk at the idea of draw- 
ing you from thence, to unite you to po- 
verty ? But, indeed, I had taken up the 
refolution before I fet off from home, of 
(lengthening your heart to enable it to re- 
nounce me. What a falfe heroifm ! You, 
4 my- 
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my angdic Elwina, have lOtwift&d- *«tf 
Yet no power Audi cvep prevaifc €W me m 
accept your noble, genrroos' offer, tiU lean 
lifr you to an eminence fooiething higher 
than I have yet to (hare* with' yw> My 
mother conceives hopes from Mr. Hfcrley; 
the younger brother of my unhappy fa- 
ther $ fee fc-itibtard' t£ apply to htrfi. My 
heart, was it not filled: with yoW de&r 
image, would reject the meafure with 
fcowi,— with aft honed fcofn. But I wave 
all confiderationfs of pride : though I 
will not be meanly coadefcettding> tfven to 
obtain Elwina* No*, fee: (hall ftot have the 
mortification of thinking £he has honoured 
an unprincipled wretch with her. affieftioa 
and pity. 

- My underway hay* fame intereft (if he 
will noti.cohfidcr; me in the light a[ his' 
L 2 eldeft 
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eldeft brother's only child) that may be 
ferviceable to me in procuring me a 
place under government, which is the hope 
of my mother j but I will not give way to 
fanguine expectation ; and yet how prone is 
youth to drefs up a fond idea till we al- 
moft think the fhadow is become fubftan- 
tial s .and then when we extend our arms to 
embrace the phantom, it : diflblves in air, 
leaving c< not a wreck behind." Yet why 
fliould I complain ? For, where my trea- 
fureis, I am fecure. On the faith of my 
Elwina I rely with confidence. How 
could I ever form the cruel idea that I 
ihould be happier if you had forgot me ? 
Oh, no 1 all my blifs depends on your af- 
fe&ion, and rich in that I cannot be poor. 
That cordial drop of happinefs will fweeten 
the cup of life to the very, dregs. Hea- 
ven would not have infpirdd fuch tender- 

nefs 
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n& butitd reward it;' and 1 !* (hall yfct be 
happy withsmy adored Elwiltev>' : ' * 

For ever, *fo* ever yours wholly, 

'ALFRED. 

■ ■•■^' ^ •'* • - --' - '- ' ' ••' " 
,. 1:.. j . *> i*> ^' ■■■•> "*" J - * : V •'* ■'' 
• LE T:^T t; Rlti!!^XLYrf/ 

Elwina tq ,Maxi,a, .,,., 

YO*JJWou#* *>&. havr &^ftea> riffy 
. .. ,- -dear Maria/! to* be Sddrtsflfed by me • 
ftomuir?r--w but ib it - ii Jl On ; Stturfla?- 
I received a. Vcrf friendly lfetter "tfittn <MrW* 
M— — to fay ihe would dine ^rith us 6rK 
Monday, and fliould.requeft the favour of 
ray company to pafs a:we<& with her, for 
fhe fhould be^quite forlorn, astfier youngeft ■ 
boy was theh to go to fchool j rc and you 
" know," lhe adds, "what a foolilh creature 
L 3 "\*a\ 
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« J ^m— I feail cry my ejrw out if you do 
€i not comfortrme* and fctdd ane too, both 
<c which you are well qualified to do. I 
" fhall take no denial* So you mud have 
" your matters ready packed up, and which 
" we take in the cpach. Xo pJxviate 
fC every fear of danger of our purfes, I 
« (hall briog Alfro4 to guard us*" 

j • • • * . . . 

This plea my father could not refift ; 

ymklNWfcfca#*&gii*qB*^ 

I^^^/)#n#*S&^ to fhew aretyoiviKty 

te frMrMiffw^ Alfred wrote : me -word tie 

ftw»W (AUlP ;**h *!V <*&<* Mrs. M— 

WWW cw^cy Mt) f&fthert &ut he faiew 

npfhiog dt>f the ioftpnoYjed part o€ the 

plan t& leffgwng, It was a fwect moon- 

lig^ a*gK-:'*wi 1 bad the happinefc of 

cpntecoplatingihat ibeauteous planet at the 

fame gwpeftt ,he did* J Jiad the iurther 

pleafure 
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pkafure too of half an hour's convcrfa- 

tioh with hira when we arrived at L i 

for Mrs. M — ran dire&ly to the nurfery ; 
wherq, indeed, (he fhihes with the utmojfc 
credit, if fixe did not £pail*he little crest* 
ttaes. 

This morning Alfred 'fetocbed me to vito 
ids dear -mother. How much did her afr 
feQatmate manner icrftcn mt\ tarn ineu^ 
fMpeffiUy (w^et w^re the tears *we mingled 
tqgether ! "a&bjrtiy beloved children/' fa4<4 
flic, taking <each ofoyr hands, "mayyfe 
€€ be bleft in *ach other, and may the 
cc Being that formed you fhed liis benign 
€( influence over your heads, and ftrew 
* your path with flowers that never grew m 
** mine, tw at beft juft fliewed themfelvts 
" to Mm +ndfadt" * 

L 4 NW 
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- My dear Maria, had but the united; 
Vie flings of my own dear father and mother 
been added, how freely would your Elwina 
kave given up all the pomp and buftle of 
the world. A humble cottage, with a 
fufficient quantity of land to fupply my 
family, and my Alfred to fliare my little 
comforts, would be the boundary of my 
wifhea. The only alloy would be the fear 
left ihie (hould not be fo unafpiring as myfelf; 
I fhould fear for him, orelfe, could we not 
on the intereft of our fortunes (for I fup- 
pofe my father would give me the fame por- 
tion he did Matilda)— ^pujd { we not then 
on the intereft of fix thoufand pounds find 
refources even for little elegancies ? How 
often, through a fleeplefs night, have I 
formed eftimates of the expences that would 
come within three hundred a year ! I -could 
be content. Oh, how poor a word is that, 

how 
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how inadequate to the happinefs an union 
with Alfred upon thefe terms would give 
me ! Yet for a man of his elegant educa- 
tion to be funk into a little farmer, and, 
perhaps, be defpifed by beings every way 
but one his inferiors-^-Qh, if that ftiould 
happen to wound his fpirit, * then I fhould 
be' a w{?tch', indeed, : No, then, legupt*- 
miiiM^ isi afe ; while I an* aifured.of hip 
^en4cri^ffe<5tion^j am bfoft, and; J fwi^l $f>t 
incur the cenfure of my own heart* by 
rtfkhig tt^e tofs of the world's efteem. My 
affection. is. laudable* ; while it is under the 
din?£tipn $f prudenp^ y nor will I fwerve 
from U6 dilates, while it enjoins not the re- 
nuaciatipn of Alfred- /He is x he ever (hall 
bedear toroy heart— I will, never give him 
up — No, no, Maria, no force or power 
(hall ever make me refign Alfred, who 
(with yourfelf) is fo inexpreffibly dear to the 
Ever faithful 
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LETTER XLV1. 

Alfred to Elwiha. 

WHAT a week of exquifite felicity 
have 1 paflfed * And is k poffible 
Mrs. M— — Should nee fufpeft my ardent 
paflion, and that the adored ElwUia hatf 
allowed me Sometimes Jpfpeakof it? I 
could hardly think it any other than illu- 
sion. How will the remembrance of this 
happy week enrich all my future hours ! 
it will foftcn the afperity of my difappoint- 
ment, even if my, mother's application, 
the anlwer to which we are hourly exped- 
ing, Should prove fruitlefs. And yet how 
can I rave thus ? If that application Suc- 
ceeds, it may lead to my enjoying, hot 
only weeks, but years, long years of the 

grca,teft 
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greateft happinefs that can fall to the lot 
of man. Oh! my Elwina> it may lead 
me to your <kar firms ; and repay, in one 
fbft moment, all my fufferingsl But I 
dare not gire way to that hbpfe* the ac- 
complilhment of which, I think, would 
nearly deprive me of my ferifes ftfir& <£- 
quifite tranfport. I will check my pen, if 
I cannot my ardour; which I dbubt : tify 
ever delicate and fweet Ei win* would eoit- 
demn. And yttyour own heart ii$"httt 
more pure than the paffion yoo havr^ir- 
fpired in the bofom of your ever faithfttf' : 



ALFRE D., 

. J 1 Ak. 



■ . y.i..\ 
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LETTER XLVII. 
<:r - -El w,i n a to Mar i a, 

IAM now returned to town, my deareft 
■*\ Maria, after paffing a % week, which- 
wanted only the fan&ion of my dear father 
and mother, and a profpeft, though eveji 
.a diftant one, of being united to my Al- 
fired, to have been the happieft I ever en- 
joyed. Oh ! my friend, how much has 
he rifen in my efteem and affe&ion, for 
his conduft fince I have fo openly declar- 
ed how dear he is to me ! Such delicacy, 
fuch tendcrnefs, and fo much goodnefs of 
heart, as have rivetted me ftill clofer to 
him! 1 • 

You 
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You perhaps will be furprifed ' (yet I 
do not think you will condemn me) 
when I tell you I have not made Mrs. 
.M— - my confidant. - I fhould think*! 
paid an ill compliment to my- family* if 
I fuffererd other : people to* know- my eril 
gagements before they even fufpie&ed -ah 
attachment. You, my love, are my fecond 
felf, and as well I might end^avoiir* to 
conceal my intentions from myfelf; as'ft&ift 
your penetration: 4 nay, it* would be l iti 
injury to your merit, and my fenfe of h*. 

But Mrs. M is quite another thirigf. 

She (hall not incur blame- by andby/fot 
encouraging a clandeftine correfpondenc^ 
as this may be ftyled, fhould it meet the 
difapprobation of my parents -, and as yet 
(he is free from blame, for I verily be- 
lieve {he does not fee his ' attachment^ 
though how he avoids betraying it to her, 
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I cannot tell i for without opprefling one 
wkh his ardent .gazing, I know not how 
it itt bit Us eyes are never off me. One 
thing is in omr favour, (he hardly era* 
looks at any perfon uokft they fpeak to 
her, her children engroffiag moft of her 
attention, 

. I was exceffively abafhed one day, by 
a very trifling incident, but it pafied off 
tolerably. Alfred had the morning be- 
fore been playing with little Henrietta, 
who is a fweet child, not four years old* 
£ (at at the other end of the room* He 
kifled the child, and out Qfagalaut hub* 
u$r, bid her carry it with his love to El- 
wina. She ran immediately to me to de- 
liver the meffage, which, you may be fure, 
I accepted, with all the playful mirth it 
deferred. As I faid, the following after- 
noon* 
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nooxh thore happened to be company, and 
I was engaged at cards. Alfred, who had 
xmt out, was, with his little playfellow, 
in a window, where be had placed bim&i£> 
that he might fee me without being ob- 
served. A kifc was agamgiyen to Henri- 
etta ; when, with the motit infantine naivet£, 
ihe looked up in his face, faying, " Pray 
" Sir, {hail I carry this fcifs to JEJwinaT?" 
Oh ! I fuppofe no crimjfon exceeded the 
hue of Alfred's cheeks. Mine, I fancy, 
from the glow I felt, was pretty near the 
fame tinge : yet, notwithstanding, Ixould 
hardly- forbear laughing at the beautiful 
Simplicity of the dear child, and the look 
(he gave him. " A pretty little proxy 
" you have got, madam/* faid a gentle- 
man, who was playing with me. " But 
« if 1 was Alfred, I would deal only with 
" principals. There was not much more 
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faid on the occafion ; but the delicacy of 
: Alfred was wounded, fcft it fhould be fuf- 
pefted that he had taken a liberty not 
confident with our fituation. - 

- .. .. / ■ * .1 .. - y 

: I affureyou they have not been idle in 
town fince I left them to thenifelves: Ifk- 
bellh has had a very good offer from a 
toff ; G— *-^-i who is pretty high in the pro- 
ftffion of the law, and is a great friend to 
my brother George, and as great a favour- 
ite with Clodid. I have feen him once or 
-twice' at our grand dinners at H ■ ; 
artd I think' him a fenfible well- behaved 
man.- I am not clear as to her fentiments 
"of frirrv but hope fhe has no doubts 
herfelf. 

• * She has accepted him, and though fb 
little time- has pafied away fince the de- 
clare 
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claration, they talk of the bufinefs be- 
ing concluded by Eafter, after he has been 
the circuit. * ? J ,' J i . . 

I hope, my beloycd Matffctyour good 
father feels no return of his complaints * 
I much fear this cold weather jwiil fipake 
him confefs bimfelf ftilt an invalid* *-, *- 

; ::* . ■.. a:: . . -. >i....: 

r " The fpring flbould be warqu" , But 
it is not as it ihould be, for it is dreadfully 
£old. Adieu! my dear~-no chapgp.. of 
climate, weather, of any. thing elfe, can 
change the true regard with which I am 
Yours,* 

fiLWI-NA; 



LET- 
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LETTER XLVHI. 

*M**IA T# ElWIWA. 

TTUDBED, «y -deartfttfrtcad, i wfflunoft 
A corfiaBy yi» had die finiSkm of your 
father (your mother's, I am fare, would 
feBow tjif touife|) tn your engagement to 
Alfred. It is a moft ftfemn ©ae jem 
have e n t er e d into. That the *bjedfc ft 
worthy yosrrhigheft regard, I know tuft 
well? tout, my dear girl, where Js ^he 
profpeft of your ever t>eing able to ful- 
fil it, without ruin to yourfelf ? 

I wept over the eftimates you fay 
you have made in many a fleeplefs night. 
My £lwina, they are falfe eftimates which 

would 
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would plunge ypu in painful exigencies I 
How can you fancy you (hall be content! 
nay, happy you iky you {hall he, deprived 
of fo many luxuries, which* from frequent 
ufe and long habit, are, unfortunately for 
too many, become the oeceflkrie» of life? 
And jjCMny vifipaary friend bw-contraacd 
pvwy «htag wiihUi the limitation -of three 
hundred * year : and !h*tjfrknfrt jbmmom 
tqq, iQn >th? >ftiU marc vtifwiary bop^ ithtt 
yow fadwr wUl ever rcpnfign 90V to &cfc « 
ftate of comparative indigenoe, and ghee 
>9U the portion he ttUefts for fuch *iaugh<- 
Kit a* «mrry equri 10 W3 vicva. Ob* 
my exceUcot rfrknd, do mot blindly foU 
low fo imperfe& and ddufive a guide as 
romantic fancy! 

This.counfel, I am convinced, flay EU 

wina would not fail to beftow on her Ma- 
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fia, did fhe fee her purfuing the fame 
tracklefs path, covered with thorns arid 
briars, and encompafled with pit-falls. 

Coniidcfc my dear, I am a little quali- 
fied to judge how hardly a: life of com- 
parative poverty is fupported by thofc whb 
have bcenacciiftomed to the pomp and 
Vanities of the. World j But how much 
more /htfkld I f<*l my change of Gtuatiori; 
iff I tta^foriQuftidedby a little family : and 
fuch, mod likely, will be your cafe. Thei* 
to have alii your profpe&s reprtfled by 
c< .chill penury %'*' and (fqr Wt know not 
how fuch fthiggtes may four the fweeteft 
tempers) perhaps be expo fed to the mifery 
of feeing your beloved Alfred repining at 
the obfeurity of his life, when even in all 
the vigour of enjoying the pleafures of 

the 



F0R,F.ATH-5R J S. 237 
the. world, a too hafty indulgence of in- 
clination has for ever fecjuded him from 
them! 

Weigh but thefe reflections, my beloved 
Elwina j turn them but for a moment 'in 
your mind, and what will be the refult ? 
Oh, my dear ! even you can hardly feel 
more on the reprefentation, than does your 
ever faithful and affe&ionate 

MARIA. 



LETTER XLIX. 

Elwina to Maria, 

TT 7 HAT a fubjefl: for a drawing in the 
y * fombrc fhade has my deareft Ma- 
ria given me ! I almoft blotted out your 

letter 
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letter with my tears ; but Hiave not waffied 
away the excellent warning contained in 
it. No, my Maria, it has funk on my 
heart, and ionpreffed ir with the deepeft 
gratitude for the kindnefs which induced 
you to place fo melancholy a pidure before 
me. But happily, my dear, I hope the 
evils you hint at (and which I own Lam 
not fo romantic but that I fee toa plainly 
would be* bad to bear, and dangerous 
to hazard) will not fall fo heavily as you 
. predift* And with true- thankfulnefs I 
offer my acknowledgments to Heaven, for 
having a little enlivened the profpeA to 
my view, before your letter reached me ! 

Yefterday morning my- mother camritto 
the powder-room, while my maid was 
drefftng my hair, and defired, as foon as 
that was finifhed, I would defer the reft of 

my 
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tttjj drdfliag, as.fhe wanted to hOTc:a:lhtle 
coiwcrfation with ia^ I thought . L faw a 
folemnity in her manner, though file did 
not look, angry k but you know- 

Confcience makes cowards of us all. 

And I began to entertfcin feme unplea- 
&nt fofmifes which I dreaded to tear: con- 
firmed; but yet not to keep her waiting, I 
hurried Jenny as muehr ay I eonrM. I 
pulled off my powdering' gown, and at- 
tended ittyrnother intO'Her drefllhg room, 
with. my knees trembling as I dcfcendied 
the flairs* 

<f Elwina/* fatd fhe* w your father 19 
u both furprifed and,di{fdeafed.at finding 
€i you have refufed an offer of marriage 
" from Sk Thomas K— ." 



a 



Surely, 
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u Surely, madam, he Vili .not be dif- 

" pleafed when, he knows I felt fo invin- 

" cible a diflike to Sir Thomas, that to 

| c< have accepted himi would have made 

" me miferable." 

. " I cannot tell, that, m my dearj yet I 
f c hope your father wpul<d nevef wifh ta 
cc lay a reftraint on the inclination pf Jbjs 
*' children, much lefs force them. I own, 
cc Sir Thomas would not be the man. of 
cc my choice, any more than yours * yet 
" you fhould not have reje&ed him with- 
€f out giving him a chance of improving 
" on you by a nearer acquaintance; ar 
c< leaft, that is what your father is dif- 
« pleafed with you for." ■ * 

" Ah ! my dear mother, but not to 
" have peremptorily refufed fuch a man 

"as 
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* as Sir Thomas, would have been en* 
" couraging him to believe that time 
€€ would have made an alteration in my 
** fentiments favourable to him ; which 
€€ could never, never be. Befides, our 
cc acquaintance was fo extremely (hort, 
< c that the difappointment of fuch (lender 
€€ hopes could not affedt a man of . his 
" principles longer than the time which 
<c the conference took up." 

" He declares himfelf exceedingly at- 
cc tached to you," 

<c As any other new face would attach 
cc him -, and perhaps for no longer a 
f< period. He is known to have conncc* 
<c tions with feveral women ; and aftually 
" has one to whom he allows a fixed efta?» 
" blifhment. But that I have nothing to 

Vol. II. M " *» 
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*< do with*. I would not, I could no{j 
f c marry him for the world/' 

« Elwina, my dear, will you allow m* 
«f to alk you one qiieftion i" 

I bowed affent. u Thefe are certainly,- 
« c to a girl of your fenfe and delicacy, very 
« material objections ; and which, nothing 
" but making falfe eftimations (making 
<c falfe eftimates my dear Maria, is in the 

• f family way you fee) of the worth of 
€C titles and riches, could have made your 
<c father and brother overlook, I doubt, 
k€ and I am forry to fay it, Ifabella would 
* c not have refufed him on. that fcore j for 
*' f I have -heard but an indifferent charac- 

«< ter of Mr. G —^— for morality, and 

t€ lhe knows it too, I am convinced yoni 

* my love, would not riffc your happinels 
t* • . : "with 
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< c with a libertine ; and therefore I believe 
<c from my foul, that, free from prejudice 
€€ or partiality, you would have refufed 
€c your hand to Sir Thomas, as a man 
€( you could neither love or honour. 
cc But, Elwina, to the point. Had he 
€< been a man of unblemiflied reputation, 
€C as to gallantry I mean, and otherwife 
*< perfeftly refpeftable, would he then have 
*< been as fteadily rejedted ?" 

Cf Oh yes," I anfwered quickly, Cf in* 
t{ deed he would ; I could not have mar- 
™ ried him 5 I would have died fird." 

€t My dear child, then there muft be a 
* 6 powerful predileftion in your bofom for 
*< fo'me one elfe ?" 

She fixed her eyes on me, as if fhe 
M 2 vntaxw. 
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meant to read all my foul ; but at the 
fame time, (he had fo much maternal af- 
fedtion in her manner, that I vowed to 
myfelf, (he fhould indeed read my whole 
foul. I threw myfelf on my knees, and 
burfting into tears, was unable for a few 
minutes to articulate a fentence intelligi- 
bly ; but her foothing careffes recovered 
me fufficiently to difclofe every iota (as 
my father fays) of my attachment; aye, 
and engagement too, to Alfred. She 
kindly lamented with me, the difficulties 
which the alteration of his circumftances 
might throw in the way of an union fhe 
had herfelf wifhed might take place, from 
the firft of her acquaintance with him, 
from the parity of fentiment (he faw be- 
tween us. And from the converfations 
fhe had had with my father, fhe knew he 
would have given his confent with the 

utmoft 
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utmoft fatisfaflion : that he finccrely re- 
gretted the lofs Alfred had fuftained, and 
had actually interefted himfelf in endea- 
vouring to oblige Dr. Taylor to do 
hirfi juftice. " But you mud not, my 
€e dear,'* (he added, <c flatter yourfelvcs 
€€ that now you will find the approving 
<c voice of your father, Alfred lofes not 
cc an atom of his refpe&ability by his re- . 
f * verfe of fortune j but he is no longer in 
c f a fituation to fupport a family with . 
€€ common decency $ and you mull allow 
"that prudential motives alone would 
" urge your father to withhold that con- . 
cc fent now, which paternal afFedtion would 
" have inclined him then to grant." 

Here was too much found argument for 

me to attempt a refutation of: I only 

faid, « I hoped I might ftill rely on the 

M 3 " parental 
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€( parental love I had ever experienced, 
€t and which I hoped, too, I had never, 
c * even in this inftance, abufed; and that 
* c it would (till operate fo much in my fa- 
tc vour as to prevent a force being put on 
« c my inclinations : and I begged my 
€i mother to believe herfelf, and allure my 
" father the fame, that I would never 
cc take one ftep derogatory to my duteous 
€( regard for them both. I took occafioa 
€C at the fame time to do juftice to the ho- 
<f nour and probity of my amiable Alfred, 
c * whofe intention it was to have made 
€€ that vifit in Bedford-fquare the laft in- 
cc terview between us ; and nothing, but 
" the conviction that his total abfence 
<c muft have been fatal in its conf£- 
« quences to me, could have tempted 
cc him to remain in England. But that 
«' we were contented to wait till fome for- 

cc tunate 
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*f tunate [alteration of:circumfl;ance£*{hould 
cc 'jiappc» 1 and I waited nothing to com-, 
€i plete my felicity, but the afflirances, 
" that if fuch a change fhould take place,: 

. ** my father would, himfclf, beftow my 

* 

C€ hand where my heart muft ever remain 
f c unalterably fixed* or, at lead, that 
tc he would not make me miferable, by 
« c obliging me to aft contrary to the duty. 
ff of a child in the article of obedience/' 

fyly mother kindly undertopk to be die 
mediatrix between' my father and me ; and 
a$ I reajly now wifhed to Jhaye no refef v.es^ 
I gave her the letter J had written to -you*, 
wherein that interview was related, and 
which, when you returned Alfred's lafl 
letters to me, you T had by chance packed 
up with them. To my father ihe inftant- 
ly went. Oh ! my dear Maria, what were 
M 4 my. 
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my feelings during her abfence ! In the 
words of my dear Alfred, I exclaimed* 
u The die is now caft ! and what the confe- 
" quence will be, who (hall tell ? Though 
" my fond heart dares not indulge itfelf # 
€( with the hope of approbation, Oh I 
" thou merciful Creator, fpare thy poor 
u and affii&ed fervant the cruelleft of evils, 
" reprobation !" In this tormenting ftate 
I remained for more than an hour* How* 
dreadfully tedious did that hour appear 1 
and yet I trembled to that degree when I 
heard the door of my father's ftudy open, 
that I was very near fainting, and the firft 
objeft I beheld was my father. 

I had not ftrength to any more than 
fink down on my knees to him, and fay, 

"Ohl 
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u Oh, fir ! oh, my dear father, will you 
" forgive me ?" 



*o* 



He raifed me up immediately, and kif- 
fing my cheek, faid, in a voice that 
founded like the greetings of an angel to 
a poor afflidled dying wretch, <c Yes, my 
" deareft Ehvina, I do forgive you, and 
" wilh you happy. But remember the 
€C conditiqn on which I do forgive you, 
<c and hold my fweet girl to the affec- 
" tionate bofom of her father. I rely on 
€€ you, my dear, to take no fteps towards 
u an union with Alfred, unlefs I give my 
cc free confent ; and which I will not 
cc withhold, when he is in circumftances 
tc to maintain you. This, Elwina, is all 
" the conceffion you ought to expedt from 
<< me. But I will indulge you (till more: Al- 
« c fred fhallever be received here as a valu- 
M 5 " AAft 
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" able acquaintance ; and I give you leave 
€c to correfpond with him." 

Oh ! with what rapturous gratitude I 
embraced the honoured knees of my be- 
loved father, and vowed on his dear hand 
a fixed obedience to his gentle commands. 
And now, my fweet Maria, your faithful 
Elwina is the happieft of all earthly be- 
ings : for to complete it, in the evening 
my Alfred (yes, by my father's permiflion 
I may now call him fo!) dropped in by 
chance. He came up to town to do 
fome little bufinefs for Mrs. M ■, and 
had the offer of a conveyance in a gentle- 
man's coach, which carried him down 
again this afternoon. 

There were none of the family at home 
but my father, mother, and William, 
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which made the fcale of happincfs ftili 
Qiore in our favour. 

Ifabclla was gone to the Opera with 

Mrs. A-*~<-, who is fitter to Mr. G ± 

and George was of the party ; my 
brother was at the houfe ; in fhort, only 
congenial fpirits were left at home. 

When Alfredfs : name was announced 
(to me it was a needlefs ceremony — I would 
have fworn to the rap, which vibrated on 
pay heart), my father faid, ." Before h« 
tc goes, we will give you an opportunity -of 
?< telling him on what conditions wie fhall 
" be glad to fee him; 

You may be fure I laid hold on the firft 
that offered. My mother aflced me to 
-play, and 1 was to be accompanied by At* 
c M 6 *rck 
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fred and William. I went into the mufic 
room, giving him a look which he well 
underftood, as a fignal to follow me 5 and 
in a few words I related to him what had 
patted ; but that there was no occafion to 
take notice of it in the drawing room, 
only to give me authority ,to allure my 
father he aflented to the conditions. 
Maria, you would have concluded the dear 
creature mad with joy : I thought fo by 
his a&ions, for he caught me to his bofom, 
and gave me fuch a kifs as I believe 
never was given before. But recollecting 
the freedom, as well as violence of the at- 
tack, he begged pardon very fubmiffivcly* 
and dropping on his knee, vowed by every 
thing facred, he would never urge me to 
fwerve in the fmallefi: inftance from the 
conditions which offered more happinefc 
•than any man could almoft defervc 
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* No, my Elwina, my own Elwina," faid 
he, C€ Alfred fhall be the guardian of thy : 
" honour and duty to the beft of pa* 
" rents. «He will not receive this dear 
cc hand but from them. And never fhall 
€€ his grateful heart ceafe to blefs them 
<c for this even unlooked-for happinefs !" 

/ It was very likely we fhould play in 
tune afcer fuch an overture; but we fuc* 
ceeded tolerably. Alfred ftaid fupper : and 
i believe I may fay, for many, many 
months, I never knew fuch peace of mind 
as this dear evening afforded. 

But perhaps you will like to know how 
my rejedlion of the Baronet was difcovered. 
I will inform you as well as I can; but it 
will be a wretched after-piece to the enter* 
tainment I have already given you* 



/ 
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'- My brother cKnedat Weltjie's tWQvday* 
fincc, with a large party, Sir Thomas* one 
of thcftv A gentleman who fat next my" 
brother, faid, <c If you was not here, I 
* would phojjofe your fitter' as my toaft/* 

*< Which of them ?" afked Clodio, 

- cc Oh, Elwina ! the beautiful Elwina^ 
u you may be certain." 

" The cruel, too, you fhould add,'* 
feid Sir Thomas* When they were com- 
ing away, my brother told him, he ihould 
fet him down; and when they werd 
feated in the carriage, he demanded an 
.explanation of the epithet " cruel 2" on 
which the difcomfited knight related the 
whole of the attack and defeat , and hX 
mented very much the disappointment of 
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his wifhes, fwearing I was the fineft girl* 
he had ever feen, and he fhould have 
been the happieft fellow in the world. 
My brother was full of the eclat fuch an al- 
liance would have given the family/for Sir 
Thomas has a filler married to an Earl 
(fo I fhould have had. a Countefs for my 
filler in law) ; and what is flill better, this 
Earl has a filler likewifc, whofe fortune 
being final], it is not improbable fromi 
the favourable reprefentation I might 
make of my brother's good qualities, (he' 
might have been induced to do him the 
honour of taking him for an hufband. 
" Here are wheels within wheels" without 
end, my dear Maria ; and I doubt Clo- 
dio will not be pleafed at the prefent ar- 
rangement, which has turned his vijionary 
Jchemes bottom upwards. But formyfel£ 
I have no room for any thing but joy 
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and gratitude. My heart expands with 
each of thofe fentiments, and feels fo eafy, 
that it is quite delightful. 

I hope fome plan will be formed for 
the improvement of the poor little Jingle ta- 
lent l , which, Alfred fays, is committed to 
his charge. Surely, with fuch abilities, he 
may do fomething. All I have to fear, is 
the pride of my brother : or I have 
' thought, among many other things, that, 
fo well accomplilhed as he is, he might 
undertake the tuition of a few young men 
of family. I am fure, though I dare not 
whifper it here, I do not think the daugh- 
ter of a grocer would be difgraced by fuch 
a marriage. However, you know we are 
ftyled the fitters of a Member of Par- 
liament, and our prefent rank would 

operate 
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operate againft fuch a plan effedtually, no 
doubt. 

I think, my dear Maria, you will call 
this a pretty long letter. But I am fure 
you will rejoice with your friend at matters 
being fo agreeably fettled. Adieu ! Hea- 
ven blefs you. 

Ever yours* 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER L. 

Alfred to Elwika. 

y^VH! my beloved Elwina, what rap- 
^-^ ture fills the heart of thy happy Al- 
fred on this occafion, of writing to you 
under the fan&ion and permifiion of your 
moft excellent father ! Never (hall I ceafe 
thanking Heaven for allotting me fuch a 
portion of felicity to fweeteneach moment 
of my future life ! To love, to adore El- 
wina, was but the natural confequence of 
being admitted to her divine prefence 
and converfation: to be dear to her, was 
the higheft of human happinefs -, but to 
be allowed, by the authors of her being, 
to tell her I adore her, and to receive the 

in- 
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ineffable delight of hearing the fweet 

confeflion of mutual love ! Oh ! it lifts me 

above mortality ! It raifes me to the hea-* 

ven of heavens ! 

> 

Forgive my rhapfodics, my fweeteft* 
Elvvina ; but indeed fuch uncommon fe- 
licities call for uncommon expreffions. 

How much does my dear mother rejoice 
on the occafion of her fan's restoration to 
happinefs ! For even the certainty of my 
being beloved by my Elwina, left me but 
half bleft, while it was thus neceflarily kept 
fecret : my foul difdains all mean and dark 
difguifes; and that the paflion, which abovb 
all others mod ennobles and dignifies the 5 
foul, (hould lead to difiimulation, is a de- 
gradation, and even a contradiflion of 
terrtiSg 



*6o THE SCHOOL 

Allowed to love you, and fometimes to 
hear your fweet voice, with frequently, I 
hope, being bleft with your charming let- 
ters ; may I not wait with patience for the 
event that can only exceed my prefent* 
blifs by rendering it permanent ; at leaft 
as our lives ! Yes, Elwina, I will wait for 
that bleft hour, when the voice of your 
rcfpedtable father fhall pronounce us one : 
when, from his honoured hand I fhall re- 
ceive my Elwina's, and be then the law- 
ful protedtor, the undivided partner of her 
days ! 

My mother, who would know no happi- 
nefs equal to that of feeing us united for- 
ever, has again written to Mr. Harley. I 
told you the reafon of his not anfwering 
the former letter; which plea ferved for 
fome time, but which fhould have made 

him 
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him the more eager to avail himfelf of 
the firft opportunity of writing to her* 
But (he is writing, to wave the etiquette, 
and means to mention my happy prolpeft 
of being united to the lovelieft of women, 
to induce him to make a little reparation 
to the fon, for the injury he did the fa- 
ther. My Elwina will join her prayers 
for fuccefs, with thofe of her Alfred. 

I took your advice, as I will do in every 
thing, and informed Mrs. M — — — of 
the honour I had received. That (he was 
furprifed, you will not difcredit : but that 
fhe was difpleafed, I think you would, djd 
any one but Alfred aflert it. 

She aAually reddened, drew up, and 
looked more angry than I ever faw her* 
even with her fervants. She allured me 

how 
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how cxceffively ill (he took your condiifl* 
in the matter ; and had lhe known we . J 
had made her houfe a convenient place forfj 

■'■3 

carrying on fuch an affair, (he would never 
have given the opportunity of being made 
fuch scat's paw* 

I vindicated both you and myfelf: I 
ftiould fay, I attempted it, for I left her 
unappeafed at laft, though in rather a bet- 
ter humour than I expected, from her firft 
effay of pafllon. I felt piqued at fome 
things (he faid, and therefore would not 
gratify her curiofity (which I could per- 

At 

ceive was at work with her anger, and 
perhaps foon would have got the upper- 
hand) by informing her how the bufinefs had 
been brought about. She declared flie would 
write to your mother^ fongfter fuch a breach 
of friendlhip as we had both been guilty of, 
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the knew, not how far we might be at«* 
,-fiempting to deceive her now. I fhall beg 

tiy mother to go to-morroW morning andt 
^ rive to mitigate her wrath. I thank 
. Heaven moft heartily we do not ftand hi 
need of her friendfhip, . or need fear heo 
enmity : yet I (hould be forry to lofe her 
acquaintance, for I thihk fhe means well, 
though, her understanding is not adapted 
to give her meaning always the right turn* 
I beg, my dear Elwina, you will mention 
her intention to your good mother, and 
prepare her for the reception of this threat- 
ening, or rather threatened letter j for it is 
very likely her pafllon may have evaporated 
in words, of which it had a much larger 
portion than fenfe ; and fhe may with the 
morning, have given up the night's refolu- 
tion. She is given to variablenefs very much; 
but you know fhe prides herfelf on never 
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differing, the fun to go down upon her wratb, 
Or, cc bearing malice to her pillow." How- > 
ever, the firft had been down a good while , 
before her rage commenced, and (he hacf 
hardly time to cool, before fhe toofc 
counfel of the laft. . 



Good night, my deareft -, may I not fay 
my betrothed Elwina? the future wife 
of the happy, thrice happy 

ALFRED. 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME* 
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